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On The Cover: Alabama’s 2003 football captains 
as selected by their teammates are both from 
Texas and both are transfers. Shaud Williams 
(left), captain of the offense, came from Texas 
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defense, played in junior college before coming 
to Bama. They were senior leaders for Head 
Coach Mike Shula. See Page 10 
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SCORECARD 


NFL Can Bite Us 

The National Football League is going to 
put a bite into Alabama’ already-thin football 
squad, The question now is how big that 
chomp will be. At least two Crimson Tide 
players with eligibility remaining have elect- 
ed to enter the NFL draft, and no fewer than 
two more are considering the possibility. 

Defensive end Antwan Odom and offensive 
guard Justin Smiley have announced plans to 
enter the NFL draft. Odom said he explored 
his potential and learned that he would be ei- 
ther a first or second round selection. Smiley 
made the same exploration and discovered he 
would likely be a second round pick. Because 
each has hired an agent, the decisions cannot 
be retracted. Employment of an agent ends 
college eligibility. Both have been at Alabama 
four seasons. Odom missed one season as a 
redshirt with an injury while Smiley was red- 
shirted as a freshman. 

Alabama also loses senior Nautyn McKay- 
Loescher at defensive end. And Alabama had 
three senior defensive linemen in 2002 who 
are now all playing in the NFL (Jarret 
Johnson, Kenny King, and Kindal Moore- 
head), That makes the possibility of losing 
several more defensive linemen to early de- 
fection to the NFL particularly worrisome. 

It is a bit surprising that defensive tackle 
Ahmad Childress would consider leaving 
Alabama early unless he has academic prob- 
lems, Childress played one year of junior col- 
lege football and has played two years at 
Bama, primarily as a back-up. 

Anthony Bryant, a nose tackle, has report- 
edly told teammates and coaches that he 
hopes to be able to return for his final year of 
eligibility, However, Bryant-who was a partial 
qualifier as a freshman in 2000, must com- 
plete requirements for graduation by the end 
of next summer in order to be eligible for 
2004 participation. 

It is likely that offensive tackle Wesley Britt 
would be in this sphere of speculation except 
that Britt suffered a severe leg fracture mid- 
way through the season, assuring his return 
for his filth year of eligibility in 2004. 


Football Honors 

Perhaps it was ominous that Alabama's one 
All-America selection this season was Justin 
Smiley making that honor squad as selected 
by Pro Football Weekly magazine. 

Smiley has 35 career starts for the Crimson 
Tide, ranking just ahead of fellow offensive 
lineman Wesley Britt who has 33. Smiley and 
Britt were named to several pre-season All- 
America lists. 

Although he missed two games with a foot 
sprain, Smiley was instrumental in helping 
the Crimson Tide to 2,067 rushing yards in 
2003, the fourth highest total in the South- 
eastern Conference. Smiley had 785 snaps 
on the season and he played an incredible 
108 snaps in the five overtime game against 
Tennessee. 

Four Alabama football players were select- 
ed in the 2003 coaches’ awards voting, and 


6 


two were picked by the Associated Press for 
their respective 2003 All-SEC teams. 

The AP selected a first-team, second-team 
offense and defense along with honorable 
mention, while the coaches select first- and 
second-team all-stars. 

On the offensive side of the ball, guard 
Smiley was honored as a member of the first- 
team AP All-SEC team, while Britt and Shaud 
Williams were named to the second-team AR. 
In the coaches’ selections, Britt was selected 
to the first-team and Williams was second- 
team. 

Defensive standouts Antwan Odom and 
Derrick Pope both garnered first-team All- 
SEC honors for the Crimson Tide in the 
coaches’ picks. Sophomore DeMeco Ryans 
was an AP second-team pick, Odom was an 
AP honorable mention. 

Williams and Britt were lauded as first-team 
all-stars in the College Football News All-SEC 
team. In a list of the Top 30 players in the 
SEC regardless of position, College Football 
News had Williams number seven, Britt 20th, 
Odom 28th, and Pope 29th. Williams was 
listed as the second best running back, while 
the publication said Britt was the third-best 
offensive lineman in the league, Odom and 
Pope were listed as filth-best at their respec- 
live positions. 

Britt (6-8, 313, Cullman) had 38 knock- 
down blocks in nine games in 2003, includ- 
ing a season-high nine against Ole Miss and 
six each against Arkansas and Southern Miss. 
He played a total of 561 snaps on the season, 
including a season-high 85 against Kentucky. 
Britt sustained a broken left leg in the 
Tennessee game, forcing him to miss the re- 
mainder of the season. 

Williams (5-8, 191, Andrews, Texas) led the 
SEC in rushing yards (1,367) and rushing at- 
tempts (280), and scored a league-leading 16 
touchdowns (14 rushing, one receiving, one 
punt return) in 2003. He is also one of eight 
semifinalists for the 2003 Doak Walker 
award, and the only semifinalist from the 
SEC. The annual award has recognized the 
top running back in college football since 
1990. The Crimson Tide tailback earned SEC 
player-of-the-week honors twice in 2003, 
once after a two-touchdown effort in 
Alabama's season-opener, and another after a 
174-yard, three-touchdown performance 
against Kentucky in the 27-17 Crimson Tide 
victory. 

Odom (6-5, 277, Bayou LaBatre) was a 
starter in every game at defensive end, and 
finished the year with a team-leading eight 
sacks. His sack total ranked second in the 
SEC. He was in on 36 tackles, 27 primary. 

Pope (6-0, 226, Galveston, Texas) started 
for the Tide in the ten games. An injury in 
the Georgia game limited Pope to just 12 
snaps against the Bulldogs. He missed the 
Southern Miss game and played just 21 snaps 
against Ole Miss. Pope had 105 tackles, five 
sacks for 35 yards, nine tackles for loss of 45 
yards and five quarterback pressures. He had 
double-figure tackle games against Oklahoma 
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(17), Northern Illinois (14), Arkansas (14) 
and Hawaii (10). 

Ryans (6-2, 225, Bessemer) was the Tide's 
leading tackler with 126 total tackles. The 
sophomore linebacker set the school record 
for single game tackles with 25 against 
Arkansas. The old record (24) was held by 
Mike Hall vs. Clemson in 1968. A 13-game 
starter, Ryans posted double-digit games 
against Oklahoma (16), Arkansas (25), 
Southern Miss (13), Tennessee (13) and 
Auburn (10). He is one of 11 Tide players to 
amass 100-plus tackles in a single season. 

Jwwan Garth was Alabama's only player se- 
lected to the SEC All-Freshman team as se- 
lected by SEC coaches. Garth recorded 62 
tackles in 2003, including two sacks. He also 
added three pass break-ups, three fumble re- 
coveries and one forced fumble. Garth's 62 
stops ranked seventh on the Crimson Tide 
squad and are the most by a freshman on the 
team. His tackle total ranked third in the 
SEC among [reshmen. The Decatur native 
scored a touchdown against Georgia this sea- 
son when he scooped up a fumble and ran 
ten yards on a Georgia punt attempt. 

He was also selected first team Freshman 
All-SEC by The Sporting News. 


Football Graduates 

Nine Alabama football players were among 
University students receiving degrees at the 
end of the fall semester. They are: Dennis 
Alexander (Memphis) in Consumer Sciences; 
Wesley Britt (Cullman), Management; 
Donald Clarke (Boca Raton, Florida), 
Management; Hamid Haqq (Huntsville), 
Telecommunications and Film, Atlas Herrior 
(Daphne), Consumer Science; Charles Jones 
(Waynesboro, Georgia), Marketing; Triandos 
Luke (Phenix City) Marketing; David Scott 
(Homestead, Florida), Health Studies; and 
Shaud Williams (Andrews, Texas), Marketing. 

“Ir is exciting to watch these student-ath- 
letes graduate,” said Tide Coach Mike Shula 
of his fellow Alabama alumni. “It is a huge 
accomplishment for these players and some- 
thing each one of them worked very hard to 
achieve." 


Croyle Surgery 

Brodie Croyle is going to have “mental 
spring practice.” Alabama’ upcoming junior 
quarterback, who missed part of the 2003 
season with a shoulder injury, had successful 
surgery on his left (non-throwing) shoulder 
in early December. The operation at 
HealthSouth in Birmingham was performed 
by Dr. James Andrews. 

“Brodie’s surgery went extremely well,” said 
Dr. Andrews. “He had a partially dislocated 
left shoulder and it was repaired by a combi- 
nation of arthroscopic surgery and open re- 
construction. We expect him to have a full re- 
covery and be ready to lead the Crimson Tide 
next Season.” 

Croyle is expected to participate in non-con- 
tact drills during spring practice which starts 
February 23, The A-Day game is March 20. 
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Croyle completed 182 of 341 pass attempts 
for 2,303 yards and 16 touchdowns. His 341 
attempts set the school record and his 16 
touchdown passes tied the school record set 
in 1985 by Mike Shula, now Bama’ head 
coach, 

Gymnastics Third 

The Alabama gymnastics team, NCAA run- 
ner-up a year ago, is third in the national pre- 
season coaches’ poll for 2004, The usual sus- 
pects are at the top of the gymnastics poll. 
Defending NCAA Champion UCLA is ranked 
number one by the coaches while Georgia, 
which finished third in 2003, is second. Utah 
and Michigan are fourth and fifth. 

Tide Coach Sarah Patterson said, “If we can 
stay healthy we can achieve our goal of being 
on the floor the last night of the season with 
a chance to win a national title.” 

A year ago the Crimson Tide won the 
Southeastern Conference championship and 
finished second nationally with one of the 
nation’s youngest teams, including seven 
freshmen and three sophomores, This year 
Alabama is still young, with 10 athletes in the 
freshman and sophomore classes, but far 
more experienced than in 2003. UCLA and 
Georgia are both veteran teams. Georgia has 
six senior All-America Bulldogs. 

“Once again UCLA is the most talented 
team in the nation and 1 think Georgia has 
the most talented senior class in the nation,” 
Patterson said. “Those six seniors have not 
won a national championship and that is a 
motivating force for them.” 

UCLA received 27 first-place votes while 
Georgia tallied eight. Alabama, Utah and 
Michigan all received one each, Stanford is 
sixth while SEC rival Florida checks in at 
number seven. Nebraska is eighth and Arizona 
Stale ninth. LSU rounded out the top 10. 

Alabama will face four members of the top 10 
during the regular season and eight teams in 
the top 20. Alabama has been ranked in the top 
five in the pre-season each of the last six years. 

And unlike some teams in this part of the 
country, Alabama gymnastics is not just a 
pre-season wonder. While the Tide has been 
a lixture in the pre-season top five for the last 
several years, Bama has been a top-three fix- 
ture in the end-oF the-year rankings, Alabama 
has been to 21 consecutive NCAA 
Championship meets and finished in the top 
three a total of 14 times, including four 
NCAA titles and nine top-two finishes. 


Volleyball Honorees 

Junior outside hitter Erin Heffner was 
named to the AIJ-SEC volleyball first team 
while senior teammate setter Erin Price re- 
ceived the inaugural SEC Scholar Athlete of 
the Year award. Junior Kory Tull was Bama’s 
Good Works Team member. 

For Heffner, a native of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
this marks her third consecutive All-SEC se- 
lection but her first time on the first team. 
She led the SEC in kills at 5.21 kills per game 
in league play and averaged more than six 
kills per game during the second half of the 
Tide's SEC schedule. Heffner recorded double 
digit kills in 26 of Bama’s 29 matches includ- 
ing nine with 20 or more. She recorded her 
career best total of 28 against Kentucky on 
October 31. 
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“Erin has had a tremendous second half of 
the SEC season,” said Tide Coach Judy 
Green. “She really separated herself from the 
rest of the outside hitters in this league.” 

Price, from Alpharetta, Georgia, became 
the first player to receive the SEC Scholar 
Athlete of the Year award. She carried a 
3.283 grade point average en route to earn- 
ing her bachelor’s degree in management 
from Alabama in August after just three 
years. Price spent the fall semester taking 
classes towards a master’s degree in market- 
ing. A three-time Academic All-SEC selec- 
tion, she became the first Bama player to 
record 1,000 career kills and assists. Price 
ended her career among the all-time Tide 
leaders in nearly every statistical category. 

“Erin is the complete student-athlete,” said 
Green. “It has been amazing to see the things 
she has done both athletically and academi- 
cally in her career.” 

Tull, a native of Lafayette, Indiana, was the 
Crimson Tide's member on the SEC Good 
Works team, All 11 conference schools nomi- 
nated a player for the squad that recognizes 
performance in community service activities. 
Tull gave over 40 hours of volunteer work at 
elementary schools and soup kitchens over 
the past year. 

Heffner also was named a member of the 
American Volleyball Coaches Association 
(AVCA) All-South Region team for her play 
during the 2003 season. Her selection to the 
AVCA All-Region team marks just the fourth 
time a Crimson Tide player has garnered this 
prestigious honor. She is the third player for 
Coach Judy Green to be selected. 

Heffner was one of 12 players in the South 
Region named to this year's squad. As a fresh- 
man in 2001, she was named the South 
Region Freshman of the Year. She joins for- 
mer Tide standouts Nina Foster (1995) and 
Michelle Green (1999, 2000) as Bama players 
to earn the postseason award. 


Open Swimming 

Alabama’ participation in the United States 
Open Swimming Championships in Seattle in 
early December wasn't in hopes of a team vic- 
tory. The meet-a gathering of some of the 
world’s elite swimmers—offered Crimson Tide 
performers some individual opportunities. 
Some came looking for Olympic Trials cut 
times as the 2004 Olympic Games are draw- 
ing closer, Others just wanted to see where 
they stood at this point in the season, after a 
few months of solid training. 

For the Crimson Tide, this year’s U.S. Open 


Date Opponent 
September 4 Utah State 
September 1] Mississippi 
September 18 Western Carolina 
September 25 Arkansas 
October 2 South Carolina 
October 9 Kentucky 
October 16 Southern Miss 
October 23 Tennessee 


Mississippi State 
November 13 LSU 

Auburn 

SEC Championship Game 
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2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


offered the chance to test their mettle against 
some of the world’s best. 

Alabama's men came away with 40 team 
points on the strength of two tap-10 
relays. The 800-meter freestyle relay of sopho- 
more Waleed Al-Qahtani, senior James 
Willcox, sophomore J.T. Jones and sopho- 
more Chris Flamion finaled, taking sixth 
place with a 7:48.67, The Tide’s 400 medley 
relay, consisting of senior Brendan Ashby, se- 
nior Ben Worby, Jones and Willcox took 10th 
with a 3:58.66. 

Alabama's women scored in the 400 medley 
relay when sophomore Kathryn Hallquist, 
combined with freshmen Amanda Gilbert, 
Melina Bassino and Nicole Weatherman to 
take 16th with a 4:00.66, 


Drafted 

Alabama All-America first baseman Jackie 
McClain was selected as the 18th overall pick 
(second pick, third round) in the inaugural 
National Pro Fastpitch (NPF) draft by the 
New England Riptide. 

McClain, who is a senior on the 2004 
Crimson Tide softball team, is a three-time 
All-America and helped lead Alabama to its 
second Women’s College World Series ap- 
pearance in four years last season. 

The NPF is a reconstructed effort of the 
five-year old Women's Pro Softball League, 
the only professional fastpitch softball league 
in the country. 

Eighty players were selected in the draft, 
including 48 of the NCAAs top seniors and 
32 of the nation’s best fastpitch players, as 
the NPF held the 2004 draft in Montgomery, 
Texas, in early December. 

Also representing the Crimson Tide in the 
NPF is former All-America first baseman 
Ginger Jones Powers, who signed with the 
Houston Stars. 

The league is comprised of eight teams, the 
Akron Racers, the Arizona Heat, the 
Colorado Altitude, the New England Riptide, 
the New York/New Jersey Juggernaut, the 
Sacramento Sunbirds, the San Antonio 
Armadillos and the Houston Stars, 

The inaugural NPF season is scheduled to 
start on June |. 


Soccer Camp 
Soccer Coach Don Staley will host a soccer 
mini-camp January 2-5, Campers aged six and 
up will receive instruction from the Tide staff. 
Only the first 100 players will be accepted. 
For more information call the Alabama soc- 
cer office at (205) 348-0144. 


Site Series Record 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 40-9-2 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Fayetteville Alabama leads, 9-5-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 10-1-0 
Lexington Alabama leads, 32-2-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 32-6-2 
Knoxville Alabama leads, 43-36-7 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 70-15-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 43-19-5 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-29-1 
Auanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 


Alabama Basketball: 


Success Depends On Young Players 


by Kirk McNair 


New men in the critical 
post spots have talent, but 
lack college experience 


hat a difference a year makes. As 

Alabama looked towards the end 

of its December schedule and the 
start of Southeastern Conference basketball 
play last season, Bama was looking from the 
lofty perch of the Crimson Tide's first-ever 
number one national ranking. Bama was an 
experienced crew, built around three seniors 
who were four-year starters and a point 
guard who had been a freshman All-America. 

Today, everything has changed. At least al- 
most everything. Kennedy Winston had 
earned a starting job in the last third of 2003, 
and Antoine Pettway had 10 starts, Earnest 
Shelton eight. But Bama relied primarily on 
the familiar faces of Erwin Dudley, Kenny 
Walker, Terrance Meade, and Mo Williams. 

This year Bama Head Coach Mark 
Gottfried has the relatively experienced trio 
of Pettway at point guard and Winston and 
Shelton on the wings. But the post spots 
manned by Dudley and Walker have been 
filled by virtual unknowns, 

Last year Chuck Dayis and Evan Brock 
were seen only by early-season fans. As Bama 
tumbled from its lofty perch, the Crimson 
Tide stuck with its experienced players, even 
as the team dropped from a 12-2 record in 
the first half of the season to losing 10 of its 
last 15 and a final 17-12 record. 

This year's Alabama team is not likely to 
ever be ranked number one, but early indica- 
tions are that the 2003-04 Crimson Tide will 
not be the disappointment that last year’s 
Bama was, regardless of the final record. 

Because of the final year disappointment, 
there is a tendency to forget all the good that 
the Dudley-Walker-Meade-Williams group 
did. But with expectations low this season, 
the performance of the Tide-and particularly 
the play of Davis, Brock and true freshman 
Jermareo Davidson-has been refreshing. 

No pre-season polls were kind to Alabama. 
The same pollsters who predicted great 
things for the 2003 squad relegated this 
year’s team to near the bottom rung of the 
conference ladder, 
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Mark Gottfried 


Evan Brock, who played in only 13 games 
and for a total of only 87 minutes last year, 
was an early-season starter who has now set- 
tled into the role of sixth man. Brock said, “I 
can understand how people would consider 
this a rebuilding year for us, but | don't look 
at it that way. I look at it as we just need to 
have our talent come together.” 

Almost everyone agrees that the newcom- 
ers to Bama's line-up have talent. But, as 
Gottfried said, “Sometimes we take for grant- 
ed what an advantage experience is. We're 
not very good because we are so inexperi- 
enced. These are good guys. They are very 
coachable and they work hard. But they don't 
even know how to use their bodies yet.” 

Gottfried said, “These guys are so much 
different than Erwin and Kenny, and even 
Rod (Grizzard, a wing player who came in 
with Dudley, Walker and Meade in 
Gottfried’s first recruiting class, but who left 
early in hopes of playing professionally). 
They are good, but they are different. That 
first group did so much for our program. 
They got us back. And they may have been 
instrumental in getting this group. 

“These guys are more agile than that first 
group. They have some skills to do some- 
thing different with the basketball.” 

Gottfried sees a bright future with his 
young big men. “They're going to be a part of 
a lot of wins,” he said. “They are going to do 
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great things. And they are going to be fun to 
watch. They handle the ball well. They make 
up what they lack in strength and bulk 
size-they are tall, but not very big yet-with 
their skills. These guys are on the front end. 
When you look back, Erwin Dudley came 
here at about 6-8 and 218, When he finished 
he was still about 6-8, but he had built him- 
self up to about 260. He developed and got 
better, and that’s what these guys have to do. 
They have a tremendous future.” 

Specifically, Gottfried said, “They pass the 
ball very well, Our offense-the high post of- 
fense—is designed for skilled players. All 
three can make the 17-looter and also play 
with their backs to the basket, | loved Erwin 
and Kenny, but these guys may actually be a 
little better-suited to our offense,” 


labama has a relatively ambitious 

non-conference schedule for a team 

in a so-called rebuilding situation. 
Frequently a team that has lost a number of 
starters will play a less challenging schedule 
in hopes of bringing the new players along 
slowly (and, if truth be known, pad the 
record for the coach). A more intelligent de- 
cision is probably the one Alabama has 
made, to play a representative schedule so 
that the coaches can get a better idea of how 
the players will perform when the difficult 
SEC games begin. 

Early in the season, Alabama started Chuck 
Davis, a 6-8, 230-pound sophomore from 
Selma, at the low post, or center, position, 
with the slender Brock, 6-9, 210 at the high 
post. Then Gottfried made the decision to in- 
sert 6-10, 220-pound true freshman Jermareo 
Davidson at the low post and move Davis to 
the high post. Brock, who is from Roswell, 
Georgia, can replace either of them, and can 
also play at a wing spot. 

Goutltied said, “We're going with Jermareo 
as a starter because he gives us a true post 
player. Then with Chuck at power forward 
we have two guys who can rebound and who 
can score in close. This puts Jermareo on 
their big guy and lets Chuck guard their 
power forward, which really suits him better. 

“It gives us the luxury of bringing in Evan 
to replace three or even four players. So it 
serves as a motivator for Evan, too. Evan is 
probably best-suited at small forward or even 
wing guard, but can come in for one of the 
post guys, too. He defends on the wing better 
than he does against a post player. He’s tall. 
but he’s not strong. That makes it tough for 
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Evan Brock was a starter in the first part of the 
season, but the sophomore is now Alabama's 


sixth man. Barry Fikes Photo 


him to guard a big guy in close. But he’s got 
to do both.” 

There are other young big men on the 
squad. True freshman Akini Adkins of 
Tallahassee, Florida, is 6-9, but even less 
muscular than Brock at perhaps 200 pounds. 
Adkins has seen just a few minutes of play- 
ing time, but will figure into plans this sea- 
son. A decision was made very early to hold 
out the skinniest of them all. True freshman 
Shawn Taylor of Unadilla, Georgia, is 6-11, 
200, and is being redshirted. 


avis said that he was disappointed in 
his lack of playing time as a fresh- 
man, seeing duty in 13 games, but 
for a total of only 86 minutes. He matched 
that minutes total in his first three games 
this season. And he exceeded his 2003 point 
total in the first game he started, Bama’s first 
game of the year. Davis was the star of the 
show for Alabama as he scored 20 points as 
Alabama opened against nationally-ranked 
Pittsburgh in the Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 
in Madison Square Garden in New York on 
national television. That was an impressive 
place for Davis and Brock to get their first 
starts and for Davidson to see his first college 
playing time. 
Davis said, “I kept my head up and worked 
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Jermareo Davidson has moved into a starting 
role as a true freshman with responsibility to 
guard the opponent’ center. Barry Fikes Photo 


hard last year. Playing against Erwin and 
Kenny in practice helped me get better. | 
expected to play a lot more than I did. At 
times I would get down, but my mom and 
dad told me to keep working and that it 
would pay off eventually. And I could under- 
stand how we needed to play the seniors.” 
He said that last year he didn’t feel much 
responsibility. “As a starter,” he said, “the 
wins feel better and the losses feel worse.” 
Davis also said that he can sense the team 
making progress. “I think you learn a lot in 
games that you can’t get in practice,” he said. 
“I believe we can beat anyone on our sched- 
ule. I don’t think anyone is better than we 
are. We're rebuilding because we have a lot to 
learn, and we have to learn to play hard for 
40 minutes, but I think we have the talent.” 


avidson, who is irom Atlanta, said he 

is not surprised to be starting. 

“When they recruited me, they told 

me they wanted me to play as a freshman,” 

he said. “But they also told me I would have 

to work hard, and | have tried to do that. I'm 

still adjusting. The college game involves a 

lot more intensity against guys who are a lot 

stronger and with a faster pace for 40 min- 
utes.” 

He said, “I’m really happy Coach Gottfried 
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Chuck Davis scored 20 points in his first college 
start and the sophomore has been Bama’s top re- 
bounder. Barry Fikes Photo 


is depending on me so much. I’m trying to 
be ready.” 

He said being a starter was different than 
coming off the bench. “Before I became a 
starter. I'd come in fresh against guys who 
had been playing, and I think that was an ad- 
vantage for me,” he said. “When you start, 
everyone is full of energy.” 

The move to sixth man has not discour- 
aged Brock. “I have a versatile role,” he said. 
“I can play at several positions. When I’m 
not playing, | have to pay particularly close 
attention to everything going on, because | 
don’t know where I might be going in.” 

Brock thinks things are looking up. “We're 
young and we have a lot to learn, but I think 
we've come together well,” he said. “I feel 
like we're making improvement and should 
have a good future.” 

Alabama basketball fans appreciate the effort 
of the young big men, and also look forward 
to this group being paired with the outstand- 
ing guards signed by Alabama this year and 
who will enter The University next season. 

Gottfried, too, is excited about the future. 
But he’s also impatient. 

“We have to mature as quickly as we can,” 
he said. “We have to grow up in a hurry. But 
these guys come to practice every day and 
work hard, and that’ all you can ask for.” 


The 2003 Seniors: 
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Despite Adversity, They Gave All 


by J.E. Lisby 


Departing players hope 
they are start of dynasty 


aking into account the fifth-year se- 
[ niors, the graduating members of the 
2003 Alabama football team have en- 
dured a roller-coaster career unmatched in 
Crimson Tide history, perhaps unprecedented 
in college football annals. Two 10-win seasons 
and a Southeastern Conference championship 
stand proudly on the positive side of the 
ledger. But two losing seasons, four head 
coaches, and seemingly endless adversity be- 
hind those changes delineate the chaos. 

First arriving in Tuscaloosa prior to the 
1999 season, Mount Vernon’s Lance Taylor 
has seen it all. “You hear people tell you that 
you probably have gone through more con- 
troversy (and certainly more coaches) than 
any other class in Alabama history,” Taylor 
said, “We didn't accomplish our goals this 
year, but we want to be able say that we 
helped start something special. All the adver- 
sity is not something you're necessarily proud 
of, but hopefully our senior class will be able 
to say that we were here for Coach Shula’s 
first season. We want to be able to say that we 
were the senior class that laid the foundation 
to build a dynasty,” 

Tide Head Coach Mike Shula was hired 
after spring practice, and he and his staff have 
been playing catch-up ever since, From that 
first day on the job Shula acknowledged that 
he had no choice but to lean heavily on his 
seniors. “I'm proud of the way the team han- 
dled it, especially the seniors,” Shula said. 
“We got excellent leadership from them, on 
and olf the field. These guys have responded 
in a great way every time we've asked them. If 
anything, what's happened here has made 
these guys closer." 

In the space of six unbelievable months, the 
Tide players had to adjust to three different 
head coaches. First Dennis Franchione, then 
Mike Price and finally Shula occupied the 
second-floor corner office. But Taylor says 
one thing remained constant. “We had to rely 
on each other. Everything else around us was 
changing with different faces every couple of 
months—different plays, different play- 
books-so we had to believe in ourselves, We 
were basically the only constant. [t didn't 
matter what coach was here, It didn't matter 
what plays we were running, We were going 
to be the ones on the field, so we had to go 
out there and do it.” 

To say that 2003 turned out to be a difficult 
year for Bama’s seniors is a grand understate- 
ment. New coaches, a brand-new playbook, 
not enough time to prepare, a lack of 
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depth-compounded by numerous injuries, 
and more than their share of old-fashioned 
bad football luck. Week after week, game 
alter game, things never seemed to go right. 
And no matter how hard they played, it never 
seemed to be good enough. 

But they never quit. 

Taylor said, “There is just so much pride 
when you put on that crimson jersey. There 
were so many close, heart-breaking losses. It 
was gut-wrenching to go out there every 
week and have your heart torn out. To believe 
that you were honestly going to win, but 
come up short at the end,,.that was tough, 
But we were playing for each other." 

“Anytime you go through difficult situa- 
tions it's easy to point fingers,” Shula said. 
“These seniors came out every day with good 
focus without getting their heads down, 
which is not easy to do. We had seniors that 
led in different ways.” 


to Shaud Williams and Derrick Pope as 

the “heart of Alabama's team,” on of- 
fense and defense. It was no surprise when 
the two were elected permanent captains by 
their teammates. Both players will have their 
foot- and hand-prints enshrined in cement at 
the base of Denny Chimes on the Alabama 
campus, honoring them for the ages with pre- 
vious Crimson Tide captains. 

Pope and Williams as permanent captains 
will almost certainly mark two firsts in the 
Bama record books. The first time in Tide his- 
tory that two transfer players together have 
become captains (Pope signed with Alabama 
alter playing two seasons for Garden City 
Community College, while Williams trans- 
ferred to Alabama from Texas Tech). And the 
first time both Tide permanent captains are 
natives of the Lonestar State (Andrews, Texas, 
for Shauc and Galveston for Derrick). 

On the field this past season Williams led 
the SEC in rushing yards (1,367) and rushing 
attempts (280), and scored a league-leading 
16 touchdowns (14 rushing, one receiving, 
one punt return), He was also one of eight 
semifinalists for the 2003 Doak Walker 
award-the only semifinalist from the SEC. 
The Tide tailback earned SEC player-of-the- 
week honors twice in 2003, once after a two- 
touchdown effort in Alabama's season-opener, 
and another after a 174-yard, three-touch- 
down performance against Kentucky. During 
his career, first at Texas Tech and now at 
Alabama, Williams worked under five differ- 
ent head coaches (Spike Dykes, Mike Leach, 
Dennis Franchione, Mike Price and Mike 
Shula). 

Pope started for the Tide in ten games, An 
injury in the Georgia game limited him to just 
12 snaps against the Bulldogs. He then missed 
the Southern Miss game and played just 21 
snaps against Ole Miss. Before the season 
began, Pope set 100 tackles as a personal 


Fe: in the season Mike Shula referred 
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goal, explaining “That's what Brooks Daniels 
would want me to do.” Despite battling in- 
juries during the middle of the season, Pope 
finished with 105 tackles. He also totaled five 
sacks (for -35 yards), nine tackles for a loss of 
45 yards and five quarterback pressures. Pope 
had double-figure tackle games against 
Oklahoma (17), Northern Illinois (14). 
Arkansas (14+) and Hawaii (10). 

Pope was voted first-team All-SEC by the 
league coaches for his play in 2003. Williams 
made that squad's second unit and was also 
second-string in the AP voting. College 
Football News named Williams to its first- 
team All-SEC squad, 


Already a standout on special teams, 

Lance Taylor was utilized more this year 
on offense. He played in all 13 games, catch- 
ing 12 passes for 113 yards and two touch- 
downs. Moulton’s Zach Fletcher again used 
his height to good effect, starting six games 
and leading the Tide in reception yardage 
with 498. For his career Fletcher averaged al- 
most 25 yards per catch. Dre Fulgham of 
Montevallo was once again Bama’s over-the- 
middle specialist. His +75 yards receiving this 
year (second on the team) put him over 1,000 
yards for his Tide career. Long overlooked, 
Brandon Greer of Rainbow City saw plenty of 
action his final season before an injury limit- 
ed his use. He played in 11 of Bama’s 13 
games, catching 1+ passes for 162 yards. A 
concussion sullered early in the Hawaii game 
ended his season a bit prematurely, but 
Phenix City’s Triandos Luke was a steady per- 
former throughout his career. His 90 recep- 
tions rank him ninth all-time for the Tide. 
Over the past four seasons Luke played in 45 
of 49 games, finishing with 1,072 yards and 
nine touchdowns. 

After working hard in the off-season to lose 
weight and get in shape, Dennis Alexander of 
Memphis, Tennessee, finished his college ca- 
reer in style. Except for three games missed 
with a sprained ankle, he started every game 
at right guard for the Tide. Before the injury, 
Alexander had played in 43 consecutive 
games at Alabama. 

Tight end Donald Clarke was also bothered 
by a bad ankle, but he still started two games 
this year. Known primarily for his blocking, 
the native of Boca Raton, Florida also started 
six games as a junior. 

Injuries to other players made this a busy 
year for Atlas Herrion of Daphne. Capable of 
playing any position along the offensive line, 
he started the season as Bama’s designated 
sixth man on the line, then started iwo games 
at left guard when Justin Smiley was injured. 
And later when Wesley Britt broke his leg 
against Tennessee, Herrion took over left 
tackle, starting Bama’ final four games. 

Mobile’s Matt Lomax also got plenty of 
chances to play this year. He saw extensive 


: eniors on offense included five receivers. 
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action at center, starting there against 
Tennessee. And when injuries decimated 
Bama’s tight ends, the versatile senior started at 
that position against Auburn. 


everal senior defenders played key roles 
on the 2003 squad. Free safety Charles 


Jones of Waynesboro, Georgia, started all 
13 games, totaling 91 tackles and four intercep- 
tions to lead the Tide in that category. Despite 
being undersized for the position, in all Jones 
started 31 games for Alabama, including his 
last 26 in a row. 

Defensive end Nautyn McKay-Loescher of 
Toronto, Canada, started seven games this year 
for the Tide. McKay-Loescher’s 44 career quar- 
terback hurries rank sixth in Tide history. 

On special teams Nick Ridings started his ca- 
reer as a walk-on but earned a scholarship as a 
long snapper for both punts and placekicks. He 
played in 48 consecutive games for the Tide. 

Seniors Roberto McBride, Lakeland, Florida; 
David Scott, Homestead, Florida; Josh Smith, 
Birmingham; and Leslie Williams, Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, never developed into 
starters, but all contributed during their ca- 
reers. McBride saw action in the secondary and 
on special teams. Scott played very well at cor- 
nerback this year against Tennessee and also 
helped on special teams. His 26 tackles were 
12th-best on the squad. A former walk-on, 
Smith earned a scholarship and saw action as a 
blocking fullback and on Bama’s kickoff return 
unit. Leslie Williams saw action at both defen- 
sive end and on special teams. 

That futures of Newbern defensive tackle 
Anthony Bryant and receiver Antonio Carter of 
Tallahassee, Florida, and whether or not 
they've played their last game for Alabama are 
not certain. As a partial qualifier, Bryant must 
graduate prior to the start of the 2004 season in 
order to “earn back” his fourth year of eligibili- 
ty. It’s possible that an academics shortfall 
could prompt him to declare early for the NFL 
draft, ending his Tide career. Bryant started 
every game this year for Alabama, totaling 44 
tackles, tenth-best on the team. Carter has 
missed the last two seasons and has still not 
healed from a broken leg. He has petitioned the 
NCAA for a sixth year of eligibility, but both 
health and academic problems could prevent 
him from playing college football again. 
Carter's 106 career receptions rank him fourth 
on Bama’ all-time list. 

NCAA limitations on scholarships have cut to 
the point where walk-ons—athletes who love 
sports enough to pay their own way to 
school-have become crucial to any team’s suc- 
cess. Providing a “look” during practice, walk- 
ons prepare the varsity players for what they'll 
see on game day. Some walk-ons are fortunate 
enough to play important roles during games. 
Gabe Giardina of Centre Hall, Pennsylvania, 
held for placekicks for the first part of the sea- 
son, while Kyle Robinson from Cleburne, Texas, 
kicked off for the Tide. Last season Robinson 
finished the year as Bama’s placekicker. Other 
senior walk-ons include lineman John Paul 
Bevel of Birmingham, defensive end Jonathan 
Brunson of Hartford, kicker Will Fountain of 
Brewton, fullback Nathan Cox of Spanish Fort, 
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Lance Taylor came to Alabama as a walk-on and earned a scholarship and plenty of playing time. He's 


one of a small group of seniors who stuck it out through tough times at Alabama. 


linebacker Brandon Dean of Mobile, long snap- 
per Mitch Grissett of Red Level, and linebacker 
David Simmons of Geneva. 

As every football player knows, the word 
“team” encompasses more than just the ath- 
letes. A program could not function without 
the help of both managers and trainers, who 
show up hours before practice and stay late af- 
terwards, taking care of the myriad details in- 
volved with running practices and games. 
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Senior managers this year included Head 
Manager Jason Hudson of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, Jasper’s Justin Parris, and Carl 
Berryhill of Hamilton. 

Five senior athletic trainers are Rodney 
Farmer of Huntsville, Jennifer Russum of 
Kingsport, Tennessee, Natalie Smith of Atlanta, 
and Japanese natives Yusuke Miyamoto of 
Iruma, Saitama, and Masayuki Nakatsukasa of 
Kobe, Hyogo. 
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GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 
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INTRODUCING THE DODGE SRT SERIES: Welcome to an all-new world of performance. A bold statement—but there’s never 

been a line of vehicles more capable of backing it up. The Viper SRT-10 and Ram SRT-10' share an asphalt-scorching 505 cu-in V10. 
| And the SRT-4 is the fastest car under $21,000 This series, however, isn’t about bragging rights. It’s about taking race-inspired 
technology to the next level. And leaving everything else behind. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


*Select dealers. Limited quantities. tLate availability. Based on 0-60. MSRP excludes tax. 
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New Quarterback Will Be In Mix 


by Kirk McNair 


After transfer from Miami, 
California sophomore 
has been on scout team 


ot many Alabama fans have seen 

Mark Guillon in a football uniform. 

The upcoming Crimson Tide sopho- 
more quarterback has been in Tuscaloosa 
only since late last August. The practice field 
is the only place Guillon has demonstrated 
his ability as he sits out a transfer year. And 
Bama practices under Head Football Coach 
Mike Shula are not open to the public. 

During Alabama’s open week following the 
Tennessee game, Shula opened Alabama's 
practice for one day to parents of players and 
to A-Club members (mostly former players). 
Alabama's top two quarterbacks, Brodie 
Croyle and Spencer Pennington, were held 
out of most of the work with injuries. Many 
of the former Crimson Tide players gathered 
behind the quarterback drills, and most of 
the conversation soon centered on number 
18—Mare Guillon. 

“IT remember that day with all the people 
there,” Guillon said. “I didn’t think any of us 
(quarterbacks) had a very good day.” 

But the former players saw what Mike Shula 
had talked about, The Tide head coach said, 
“m excited that Marc’ here, Hes going to help 
the offense and help the quarterback position. 
He’ got a quick release. Hes decisive and hes 
accurate, As he continues to grow and his arm 
gets stronger, | think he will be pretty good,” 

Guillon has a history that would lead one 
to believe the 6-3 ';, 210-pound quarterback 
will be good. 

He transferred to Alabama prior to this sea- 
son from Miami, which has a recent history 
of signing good quarterbacks. 

Guillon said that he does have a strong 
arm and quick release and that he will stay 
in the pocket. “That comes from my back- 
ground in high school,” he said. “I had a real 
good coach in the pro-style offense.” 

Playing for Coach Floyd Burnsed at Mira- 
monte High School in Orinda, California, 
wasn't just luck. Orinda is about a two-and- 
a-half-hour drive from Chico, where the 
Guillons lived. But Marc's parents considered 
it important enough for him to play at 
Miramonte that Mare and his mother moved 
to Orinda. Marc's father, a real estate devel- 
oper who works throughout the West, had 
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his own airplane and was able to make the 
commute “in about 30 minutes,” Mare said. 

Guillon didn't disappoint at Miramonte. He 
passed for over 2,200 yards and 23 touch- 
downs with only seven interceptions while 
leading his team to a 13-0 record as a senior. 
He had passed for over 2,550 yards and 20 
touchdowns as a junior. He was a two-time 
all-conference selection and was ranked by 
Tom Lemming as the nation’s 10th best quar- 
terback prospect and the nation’s 48th best 
prospect regardless of position. 

Marc was born in Chico, where his father 
had played college football as a defensive end 
at Chico State (1968-72). 


e was recruited “a little bit” by 
Alabama's former Dennis Franchione 
staff prior to his senior year in high 
school in 2001. “I was here for the one-day 
camp that summer, but | knew | wasn’t their 
type quarterback,” Guillon said. “I was here 
with (Brandon) Avalos. They offered Avalos." 

Guillon wasn't the “type” quarterback 
Franchione wanted because Franchione be- 
lieves in the option with the quarterback ca- 
pable of running. “Run?” Guillon repeated 
the question. “If 1 have to, | will. But I'd 
rather stand in the pocket and throw it to 
some athletes.” 

Although recruiting services listed Guillon 
as considering Alabama, he never made an 
official visit to The Capstone. He finally 
picked Miami over Southern Cal and Tennes- 
see. One reason for picking Miami was that 
his former high school teammate, Ken 
Dorsey (now with the San Francisco 49ers) 
was quarterback of the Hurricanes. Dorsey 
had been a senior at Miramonte High School 
in Orinda, California, when Guillon was a 
freshman. Thal same situation at Miami 
would prove to be less pleasant. 

“| really thought it was the place for me 
and committed very early,” Guillon said. “It 
wasn't, but things have turned out for the 
better.” 

Guillon expected to be behind Dorsey at 
Miami. He actually turned out to be the third 
team quarterback, also playing behind 
Derrick Crudup. Additionally, the Hurri- 
canes would pick up a transfer from Florida, 
Brock Berlin. 

Guillon played in the 2001 season-opener 
against Florida A&M. In that first college 
game he completed a 39-yard touchdown 
pass, “That felt pretty good,” he said. But it 
was one of the few good feelings he would 
have at Miami. Later in the 2002 season he 
would play against Connecticut, but he ag- 
gravated an old high school shoulder injury 
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and was granted a redshirt! season. In his two 
brief appearances he completed three of five 
passes with no interceptions for 53 yards. 

Guillon was still with the Hurricanes 
through last spring and deep into pre-season 
drills in August. “But,” he said, “) really 
wasn't happy there. Everything was negative. 
It took me a year to learn it wasn't the place 
for me, which I consider a learning experi- 
ence, one of life’s lessons, as they say.” 

He shared his feelings with his parents. 
Just as two-a-days at Miami were ending, and 
a day or so after classes had begun at The 
University of Alabama, Mare got a call from 
his mother, Debbie. She had a plane ticket 
for him to get to Birmingham. His uncle and 
aunt would pick him up. “I packed as much 
stulf as | could and went to the airport,” he 
said. “It was a hectic process.” 

Although Guillon considered talking to 
Tennessee, he went to Tuscaloosa and met 
with Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula, 
Quarterbacks Coach Dave Rader, and Direc- 
tor of Football Operations Randy Ross. 

“They didn't really know much about me,” 
Guillon said. “But they were gracious 
enough to go out on a limb and give me a 
scholarship. | guess we were all kind of tak- 
ing a chance.” 

Guillon had kept up with the situation at 
Alabama. “I knew about what happened here 
with Coach (Mike) Price,” he said of last 
spring's dismissal. “I didn’t know Coach 
Shula personally, but 1 knew he had been a 
quarterback at Alabama and had been quar- 
terback coach for the Dolphins. That was a 
major attractant for me.” 

He also feels good about Dave Rader, who 
is offensive coordinator as well as quarter- 
backs coach. “Our personalities are similar,” 
Guillon said. 


t wasn’t completely by chance that 

Guillon selected Alabama. His mother’s 

sister and mother “and about 12 cousins” 
live in Tuscaloosa. And he had spent time in 
Alabama on family visits. 

He said, “I was always interested in 
Alabama football. | watched Alabama on 
television a lot as a kid.” 

And, he said, “I was here in Tuscaloosa in 
1992 and our family was staying at the Four 
Points hotel, where the Alabama team was 
staying before the Vanderbilt game. | didn’t 
even know they were going to be there. I had 
a football and I got everyone to sign it— 
Coach (Gene) Stallings, (quarterback) Jay 
Barker, everyone. This wasn’t an autograph 
football. It was a real foothall-my football. 
I've got it under lock and key now.” 
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Mare Guillon didn’t begin his college football career at Alabama, but the upcoming sophomore from 
Chico, California, has had a longtime interest in the Crimson Tide. A bad experience at Miami led to 


Guillon transferring to Bama. 


Later that year he watched the Sugar Bowl 
as Alabama defeated Miami, 34-13, to win 
the National Championship. “I was definite- 
ly for Alabama,” he said. Looking back, he 
sees the irony. 

Guillon, who is in the college of commerce 
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and business administration and plans to 
major in either finance or business manage- 
ment, said that most of his classmates don’t 
know him as a football player. “They know 
the guys who are playing,” he said. 

Although Guillon had a little family in 
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Tuscaloosa, he said being a part of the 
Alabama football family has proved impor- 
tant. “It feels good to be here,” he said. 
“Everyone was so nice and so accepting of 
me from the first day. This is the way it’s sup- 
posed to be.” 

He and fellow quarterbacks Brodie Croyle, 
Spencer Pennington and Mike Machen are 
close. “You might think there would be some 
animosity since we’re competing for the 
same position, but there is none at all. We're 
more like brothers. We’re competitors, but 
we're all trying to make Alabama better. The 
competition should make us better quarter- 
backs and that should help the team.” 

He also enjoys “doing things | liked to do 
at home.” At the top of that list is his long- 
time love of duck hunting. He hunted over 
the rice fields of California “since I was a lit- 
tle kid,” and now goes with teammates to 
hunting areas along the Black Warrior River. 


uillon didn’t get much work with the 

offense in the fall. He ran the scout 

team offense during the week and 
participated in scout team scrimmages on 
Sundays. And because of those scout team 
duties, he participated in “only about half” 
the quarterback meetings. “I had to get to 
the scout team meetings and then out to 
walk through the plays of the upcoming of- 
fense so we could give the defense a good 
look,” he said. 

But Shula noticed Guillon’s attention. “He's 
one of those guys that in meetings sits there 
and nods his head,” Shula said. “You're not 
sure that he’s picking everything up, but all in- 
dications are that he is. You won't know until 
he gets out there and does it on his own.” 

Its the goal of the scout team to help the 
defense. “You kind of feel bad if you have a 
good day against the defense, because it’s our 
defense,” Guillon said. “But you also feel 
good if you have a good day. We had some 
good days running the Tennessee offense and 
the LSU offense.” 

After sitting out this season, he has three 
years of eligibility remaining. 

Guillon is looking forward to spring foot- 
ball practice when he'll put scout team 
chores behind him and begin competing for 
a job. “I’ve got to fine tune my knowledge of 
the offense,” he said. “I need to make the 
reads and get rid of the ball faster. And ev- 
eryone can always improve accuracy.” 

He also said that he needs to improve his 
consistency. “That's something we need as a 
team. There were moments when we were 
brilliant, like against Oklahoma, but then we 
end up 4-9.” 

He said, “I’m going to do the best I can do. 
If 1 beat out Spencer or if I beat out Brodie, 
so be it. I've got to do the best I can do, let 
the coaches see my capabilities, and then it’s 
up to them.” 
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Baseball Outlook: 


Tide Goal 
Is Increase 
In Power 


by Drew Champlin 


Return of Todd Butler as 
hitting coach could pay off 
in more home runs by Tide 


labama Baseball Coach Jim Wells put 
Ane an impressive recruiting 

class prior to the start of this season, 
but the most important recruit may be one 
that ran out of playing eligibility some 15 
years ago. Todd Butler, an assistant coach 
when Bama went to three College World 
Series in the late 1990s, has returned to 
Alabama after three seasons as head coach at 
McNeese State University. 

“It was an easy decision, because I want to 
get back to Omaha,” Butler said of the 
College World Series site in Omaha, 
Nebraska. “I really miss post-season play. 
Being an assistant doesn’t matter, I just want 
to go to Omaha again.” 

Wells welcomed Butler back. “It was a 
great deal for us,” Wells said. 

Butler's teams enjoyed success at McNeese 
State, making it to NCAA Regional play last 
year and nearly defeating the College World 
Series champion, Rice, in the opening game. 
But he spent too much of his time “raising 
money in order for the program to survive” 
when he wanted to get back to using his ef- 
forts coaching. He said it was an easy deci- 
sion to return to The Capstone. 

“Here I can coach and recruit all the 
time,” Butler said. “It was a no-brainer when 
it came down to doing what | wanted to 
do.” 

Butler brings an approach to hitting that 
many of the current players haven't seen. 
Butler was a vital cog in the 1997 Alabama 
machine that finished as runner-up in the 
College World Series. Four players—Roberto 
Vaz, Dustan Mohr, G.W. Keller, and Robbie 


Brent Carter is a pre-season All-America and his 
performance will be key to Alabama's continued 
baseball success. Kent GidleyPhoto 
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Zac Welch made great improvement from his freshman year to his sophomore season, and now hopes 


to add more power to his arsenal as a junior. 


Tucker-hit 20 or more home runs. Four 
more—Andy Phillips, Matt Frick, David 
Tidwell, and Joe Caruso-hit at least 10. 

Not one returning Alabama player has hit 
double-digit home runs in his college career. 

“He teaches us how to hit the ball as hard 
as we can every time,” said Zac Welch, a 
225-pound first baseman who hit four home 
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runs last year. “He shows us how to hit 
every pitch and really drive the ball out of 
the park. We've been slack in home runs re- 
ally since he left. Now that he’s back, he’s 
teaching us how to get the ball out of the 
park.” 

Wells said that the players responded well 
to Butler's teachings in the fall practices. 
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“Kids are going to respond great when 
they feel someone is giving them something 
that can help them become better players,” 
Wells said. “We hit a lot of home runs when 
Todd was here. Power is part of the game. 
Winning teams can pitch and usually can hit 
home runs.” 


labama lost its top three 2003 offen- 

sive threats in outfielders Beau 

Hearod and Travis Garner and short- 
stop Adam Pavkovich, but the cupboard is 
hardly bare, thanks to a fine recruiting class 
and the fact that players seem to improve 
every year under Wells. In the infield, it 
starts with Welch, who hit .333 last season 
and raised his average nearly 100 points 
from his freshman season. Welch is the most 
experienced returning starter, and will be 
asked to take on a leadership role and per- 
haps become one of the team’s bigger offen- 
sive threats. 

“We hope Welch will benefit from that ad- 
vice (from Butler),” Wells said. 

Senior Nathan Meiners and, possibly, ju- 
nior Spencer Pennington, will back up 
Welch at first base. (Pennington will have to 
decide if he is going to play baseball again 
and will also have to be with the football 
team from late February through late 
March.) Freshman Matt Bentley of Hazel 
Green looks to be the future at the position, 
but could spend this season as a redshirt. 

At second base, Bama has a returning 
starter. Allen Rice (.260, seven home runs, 
40 runs batted in), started every game at 
second base last season. Evan Bush was a 
part-time starter at third base, but struggled 
with the bat as he hit only .152 in 44 games. 
He'll compete with Rice for the job at sec- 
ond this year. 

The shortstop battle in the fall was be- 
tween two newcomers, but a third could be 
added to the mix in sophomore transfer 
Rocky Scelfo. Scelfo played one season at 
LSU, transferred to Louisiana-Lafayette 
where he didn’t play, and is now completing 
coursework in order to enroll at Alabama for 
the spring. Coming out of fall practice, Mark 
Haske, a junior college transfer from 
Daytona Beach Community College, had a 
slight edge over freshman Greg Paiml from 
Hoover. 

The third baseman will likely be Carlos 
Sosa, a senior from Mexico who missed all 
of last season with a severe knee injury, a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament suffered last 
spring. Sosa was counted on to be one of the 
top offensive threats last season and those 
are the expectations for him this season. 

Walk-ons Chris Mcllwain, Aaron 
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Tennyson, and Matt Downs, all natives of 
West Alabama, will also compete for playing 
time in the infield. 


he outfield situation is in much better 

shape than last season. Nine players 

could push for playing time in what 

could be one of Wells’ better outfields in the 
10 years he’s been at Alabama. 

“One thing that we addressed that we have 
done a better job of is we have guys that can 
run and go get the ball in the outfield,” Wells 
added. “We have added team speed, so the 
outfield has improved.” 

The three starters could all be newcomers. 
Junior-college transfer Matt Grooms and [resh- 
man Michael McAllister could start at the cor- 
ner outfield positions, while the center fielder 
will be one of two speedsters in Brandon 
Belcher or Emeel Salem, both freshmen. 

“We brought in Matt Grooms to give us a guy 
who could be an everyday player and we see 
him being that,” Wells said. “Michael McAllis- 
ter improved tremendously and is a very good 
freshman. He brings to mind a Dustan Mohr- 
type player. We have some options in the out- 


Insert Your 
Photo Here 


Order Online and listen to a sample at www. ThatsMeSports.com. 
price enter the coupon code BAMA into the coupon area during checkout. Enter BAMA and then click "Go". 


Order by Mail send my customized Bama CD using the names listed below. Each CD is $19.95 and s&h is $4.95. 


field because Salem and Belcher are two guys 
who can run and are center field type players. 
The one who plays will be the one who shows 
he can hit better than the other.” 

The outfield will have depth in junior Chad 
White, who missed last season for disci- 
plinary reasons. Junior Gabe Scott and senior 
Ryan Beagle, a part-time starter last season, 
also return. Morrow Thomley, a junior-col- 
lege transfer, will also factor into the mix. 

Sophomore Charlie Lyons will lead the 
catching staff, but the backup catcher posi- 
tion remains a question mark. The top back- 
ups are sophomore Bo Hannah of Tuscaloosa 
and senior Nick Richardson of Northport, 
who played last season at Troy State. 


he pitching staff will be led by junior 
i Brent Carter, a pre-season All-America 
who went 10-5 last season. The lefty 
continued his success in the fall. “Brent 
Carter has picked up where he left off last 
year,” Wells said. “He is a solid number one 
weekend starter.” 
The other two weekend spots are yet to be 
determined, but a host of returnees will be 


battling. That list includes junior left-hander 
Taylor Tankersley, sophomore right-hander 
Allen Ponder, senior lefty Jeffrey Norris, se- 
nior righty Seth Johnson, senior lefty Ryan 
Beagle, and junior righty Eric Mennen. 

The rotation will be bolstered by two fresh- 
men left-handed pitchers in Wade LeBlanc 
and Brandon Belcher who will likely make up 
the future of the Tide rotation. Junior college 
transfers Thomley, T.J. Large, and Andrew 
Walker, all right-handers, will also get a 
chance. Other pitchers include freshman 
Doug Denson, walk-on Jason Elwell, Downs, 
and Tennessee transfer Jay Sadlowe. 

The team features five two-way players in 
Thomley, Downs, Beagle, Paiml, and Belcher. 

Wells must not be superstitious. The 2004 
season will get underway on Friday, February 
13, with a three-game series against New 
Orleans at Sewell-Thomas Stadium. The Tide 
will also play non-conference home weekend 
series against Cincinnati, Southeastern 
Louisiana, and Southeast Missouri State. 

In home Southeastern Conference action, 
the Tide will host Ole Miss, Vanderbilt, 
Auburn, Florida, and Mississippi State. 
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Softball Outlook: 


Ashley Courtney 
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Tide Competes At National Level 


by Kirk McNair 


Veteran squad expected 
to return to World Series 


Imost while no one was watching, 
Atm has established another 

team as a challenger on the national 
scene. Last year the Crimson Tide softball 
team was rebuilding, and playing before 
crowds of only a few dozen, or, at most, a 
few hundred, in the still-cool February days 
of early season. But by the end of the year in 
late May, Bama was playing before thou- 
sands in the Women’s College World Series 
at Oklahoma City. 

Alabama didn’t win the College World 
Series, but the Crimson Tide took Arizona, 
the nation’s number one team, to the wire 
before losing 3-2. Bama finished the 2003 
season ranked seventh in the nation with a 
49-21 record. Alabama won the Southeast- 
ern Conference Western Division, swept the 
SEC Tournament in four games, and also 
went 4-0 in the NCAA Regional Tourna- 
ment. 

And that, again, was in a rebuilding year. 

This year Bama returns 13 regulars, in- 
cluding all three pitchers and two All- 
America performers. Coach Patrick Murphy 
understates it a bit when he says he hopes to 
be one of the eight SEC teams that makes it 
to the league tournament. For the first time 
in history, that tournament will be on a col- 
lege campus. And it just so happens that the 
campus is Alabama's. The SEC Tournament 
will be at the beautiful Alabama Softball 
Complex May 13-16. The top team in each 
division plus the next six teams on the basis 
of SEC winning percentage make the tour- 
nament field. 

“From a depth standpoint, we’re the 
strongest we've ever been,” Murphy said. 
Another understatement. The Tide coach is 


Ashley Courtney earned all-star honors last year 
as a sophomore and is expected to be one of the 
leaders for the Crimson Tide women’s softball 
team this year. She is an excellent hitter and 
outfielder and has very good speed. 

Tom Neil Photo Tom Neil Photo 
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talking about being able to have a line-up of 
all right-handed batters or all left-handed, or 
a speed line-up, or one based on power. A 
half dozen or so players are capable of play- 
ing more than one position. Pitcher? He has 
a choice of three who had earned run aver- 
ages of 1.84 to 1.89, 

“Hopefully,” Murphy said, “by the time we 
get to SEC play our line-up will be pretty 
much set.” 

And though Murphy said this team will be 
“more mature,” it includes only four se- 
niors. 

Murphy, who has been a member of the 
Alabama softball coaching staff since its in- 
ception in 1997 and the Crimson Tide's 
head coach since 1999, has led Bama to five 
consecutive appearances in the NCAA 
Tournament, including two trips to the 
College World Series. In his five-year career, 
Alabama has finished ranked among the na- 
tion’s top ten three times. His Alabama 
teams have a record of 250-93 (72.9 per 
cent) and won a school record 66 games in 
2000, which was the most victories in the 
nation that year. 

And Murphy has done it elsewhere, in- 
cluding last summer serving as hitting coach 
for the Canadian National Team that was a 
surprise as it played its way into the 2004 
Olympic Games. 

Murphy returns his staff intact with 
Alyson Habetz coaching outfield and offense 
and Vann Stuedeman tutoring pitchers. 

As always, Alabama has a competitive 
schedule, beginning with the Stanford 
Spring Classic with Stanford and San Jose 
State February 6-8. One nice feature of the 
schedule is that five tough SEC teams that 
Alabama played on the road last year will all 
come to Tuscaloosa this season. They are 
Tennessee, Florida, Georgia and South 
Carolina from the Eastern Division and LSU 
from the Western Division. LSU and 
Mississippi State are expected to be Bama's 
toughest competition in the SEC West. 


urphy hopes to be able to “flip a 
coin” to decide on his pitcher each 
game. Returning for the Tide are 


5-10 senior Erin Wright, who was 21-5 with 
a 1.88 ERA; 5-9 sophomore Stephanie 
VanBrakle, 18-7 and 1.84; and 5-9 junior 
Jennifer Wright, 10-9, 1.89. Last year Erin 
started 25 games, VanBrakle 24, and Jennifer 
(no relation to Erin) 21. 

“Pitching is a strong point,” Murphy said. 
“To strike out anyone in college softball is 
difficult, and in our fall tournament Erin 
struck out 19. Stephanie had a two-hit 
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shutout and struck out 12, and Jennifer had 
a shutout.” 

Last season VanBrakle struck out 197 and 
gave up 77 walks in 163 innings, Erin 
Wright struck out 169 and walked 42 in 179 
innings, and Jennifer Wright struck out 89, 
walked 33 in 133 innings. 

Murphy said, “Last year we didn't have to 
ride one person like a lot of teams do. I 
think that’s why at the end of the season we 
were able to win four straight in the SEC 


Tournament and four straight in the NCAA 
Regionals.” 

In addition to her pitching skills, 
VanBrakle brings another strength to the 
Tide. Teams may use a designated hitter, and 
that’s usually for the pitcher. But when 
VanBrakle is pitching, Bama will either play 
“National League rules,” meaning not use a 
designated batter, or let the designated hitter 
bat for a position player. That's because Van 
Brakle batted .305, third best on the team, 
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and had a team-leading 12 home runs, as 
well as 10 doubles and a triple. 


labama returns 10 position players, 
Ajin six starters. Most of the at- 

tention is on first baseman Jackie 
McClain, a 5-10 senior, and speedy junior 
right fielder, 5-7 Ashley Courtney. Both 
earned all-star honors last year and 
McClain, who was All-America, has already 
been drafted by a professional team. 

McClain batted .359 with 17 doubles and 
48 runs batted in to lead Bama in all three 
categories in 2003. In 198 at-bats she struck 
out only six times and was walked 31 times. 
Courtney hit .347 with 10 doubles, three 
triples, five homers and 33 RBI. She also 
stole 16 bases in 17 attempts. 

“Jackie’s pitch-selection is great,” Murphy 
said. “Ashley is becoming like Jackie. Now 
she will take a walk rather than swinging at 
ball four with a 3-1 count. She's going to im- 
prove her on-base percentage this year.” 

And Murphy thinks the Tide has another 
all-star in 5-2 sophomore second baseman 
Dominique Accetturo. Although she did not 
have a great freshman season with a .227 av- 
erage, she blossomed at tournament time, 
All-Tournament in both the SEC and the 


NCAA Regionals. She had 12 doubles and in 
the field handled 206 chances with only 
eight errors. 

At third base, Murphy said 5-7 Staci Ramsey 
played like a senior last year, although she 
was a freshman. Ramsey batted .271 with 
eight doubles, two triples and four home runs 
and had a .941 fielding percentage. One of her 
homers came in the College World Series. 
Murphy thinks she can be a .400 hitter. 

A freshman will take over at shortstop, one 
of two positions where the Tide suffered grad- 
uation loss. Jennifer Reach was very produc- 
tive at shortstop last year. This season the spot 
will be filled by 5-8 Michelle Menningmann, 
who had an impressive fall and was “Lifter of 
the Fall” for her work in the weightroom. 
Murphy said she has a good arm and good 
hands and the potential to be an excellent de- 
fensive player, which is job one for a shortstop. 

The Tide has two “utility” players who add 
great speed in the infield. They are 5-3 ju- 
nior Leah White and 5-4 freshman Mandy 
Burford. 

Alabama lost an all-star catcher in Lacy 
Prejean, a four-year starter for the Tide. This 
year the job is likely to fall to freshman 
Kellie Deska, who had a very good fall. “She 
gives a lot of help to the pitchers and has a 
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very accurate arm,” Murphy said. The coach 
said he would like the 5-9 freshman to add 
weight, but acknowledged it's sometimes dil- 
ficult to convince women athletes to gain 
weight. 

Jackie Wilkins, a 5-11 junior, returns in 
center field. Last year she batted .237 with 
six doubles and five homers. 

Angela Johnson was the starter for most of 
last season in left field. The 5-7 senior bat- 
ted .209, lowest among regulars. This year 
she'll battle Emily Currie, a 5-4 junior who 
batted .184 in limited playing time. 

A surprise for the Tide could be Capper 
Reed, a former member of the Alabama 
women's basketball team who has given up 
basketball to concentrate on softball. The 5- 
3 senior had a very good fall, the first time 
she has been able to participate in that soft- 
ball training period. 

One of the most inspirational members of 
the team is 5-5 junior Deasy Phillips. A 
shoulder injury prevents her throwing and 
limits her hitting, but she continues to 
work. She has learned to throw with her left 
hand and she is able to drag bunt. She will 
get playing time because of her speed. 

Murphy said, “We have great speed in the 
outfield. Not too many balls get through the 
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Football Recruiting: 
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Tide Must Recruit Out Of Problem 


by Freddie Kirby 


Much has been done, but 
much remains to be done 


ike Shula’s first Alabama football 
Me: was not what he wanted, 

not what any Crimson Tide player 
or assistant coach or fan wanted. Despite 
great courage on the part of the players, it 
was a disappointing season. And while spe- 
cific reasons can be cited for many of the 
setbacks, the big picture is that NCAA sanc- 
tions resulting in severe scholarship losses 
have Bama short-handed. As one veteran 
coach observed, “He's going to have to re- 
cruit himself out of this problem.” 

Shula and his staff have been diligent in 
that task, While it will be impossible to 
eliminate every shortage in one recruiting 
class of no more than 19 players, the longest 
journey begins with a single step. Conven- 
tional wisdom is that Alabama can afford no 
recruiting mistakes, but that is not realistic. 
It is likely there has never been a football re- 
cruiting class that did not include some 
signees who did not measure up to expecta- 
tions. Every staff attempts to minimize the 
mistakes, but that is as much a [actor of fate 
as anything. 

The best that can be done is to make sen- 
sible evaluations and dedicated recruiting 
efforts. 

While Shula and company would prefer to 
sign high school seniors (with limited schol- 
arships, it is better to sign players who will 
be around for four years of competition than 
for just two), circumstances—particularly de- 
fections by linemen to the NFL—may force 
Alabama to look for help from junior college 
signees. 

In mid-December, with the critical three- 
week January recruiting period still to come, 
Alabama had commitments from 11 players. 
(Technically, the Crimson Tide had 12 com- 
mitments, but almost everyone is eliminat- 
ing wide receiver Titus Ryan as a potential 
Tider. Ryans, the 6-2, 200-pound all-star 
wide receiver at East Central Community 
College in Decatur, Mississippi, who is a 
graduate of Tuscaloosa County High School, 
has reportedly withdrawn from junior col- 
lege. He may earn his junior college degree 
and end up at Bama, but the odds are not fa- 
vorable.) 

Those who are committed to sign with 
Alabama on February 4 are: 

Defensive tackle Justin Britt, 6-4, 255, 
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Cody Davis 


Cullman, tight end Trent Davidson, 6-5, 
242, Brewton T.R. Miller; offensive tackle 
Cody Davis, 6-7, 278, Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; 
running back Aaron Johns, 5-10, 182, 
Thomasville; wide receiver Ezekiel Knight. 
6-3, 215, Wedowee Randolph County; wide 
receiver Aaron McDaniel, 6-2, 175, Fort 
Payne; wide receiver Will Oakley, 6-1, 190, 
St. Augustine, Florida, Nease; cornerback 
Travis Robinson, 5-10, 180, Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest; offensive tackle B.J. Stabler, 6-5, 
291, Grove Hill Clarke County; wide receiv- 
er Nikita Stover, 6-1, 188, Hartselle; and 
tight end Nick Walker, 6-6, 230, Brundidge 
Pike County. 

Many of these players had remarkable 
achievements in their senior seasons. Aaron 
Johns rushed for over 2,000 yards and 33 
touchdowns and was 4A Back of the Year in 
Alabama. Will Oakley led the state of 
Florida in receiving with 67 catches for 
1,282 yards and 14 touchdowns. Ezekiel 
Knight was the most valuable player in lead- 
ing his team to the state 2A Championship 
and was 2A Back of the Year. B.J. Stabler was 
3A Lineman of the Year and Justin Britt, who 
played seven different positions and had 
over 100 tackles, was 5A Lineman of the 
Year. 


ul in recruiting, as in many endeavors, 
Be question is not “What have you 

done?,” but rather, “What have you 
done lately?”. Bama coaches know better 
than any that they must close the deal with 
remaining prospects to be certain to have 19 
new scholarshipped players next fall. In 
order to be sure of 19 quality additions, it is 
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likely that Alabama will attempt to sign a 
few over the limit with the understanding 
that some will get scholarships only if others 
fail to qualify. Any above the 19 who sign 
with Bama could pay their way to The 
Capstone for a year or delay entry until 
2005, when Bama will have 25 scholarships 
available. 

While linemen may remain the greatest 
general need, there are some specific players 
at almost every position on Alabama's wish 
list in this holiday season. 

Simeon Castille, 6-1, 185, is the state’s top 
prospect at defensive back and, perhaps, the 
state's top prospect. He was the 5A Player of 
the Year as he led Briarwood Christian of 
Birmingham to the state championship. The 
son of former Bama All-America Jeremiah 
Castille would likely duplicate the freshman 
success of his father and older brother, Tim, 
should Simeon choose Alabama. Jeremiah 
was a starter at cornerback in his freshman 
season at Alabama and Tim was a starter at 
fullback in his first year. Almost everyone 
believes that Simeon would be an instant 
starter in Bama’'s defensive backfield next 
year. 

The top running back in Alabama is con- 
sidered to be Markus Manson of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, only a few minutes from the 
Alabama campus. But Manson, 6-1, 190, an- 
nounced in early fall that he plans to sign 
with Florida. That announcement notwith- 
standing, Alabama coaches have continued 
to recruit him and emphasized their belief 
that Manson has a better opportunity to play 
early for the Tide than he does at Florida, 
and it is believed that Manson will make an 
official visit to Bama. 

Manson is not the only Alabama prep run- 
ning back who has committed elsewhere, 
but who may still be on the Alabama recruit- 
ing list. In fact, Parrish High School has a 
pair, both committed to Kentucky. Cole 
Mason, 6-2, 230, ran for 1,940 yards and 27 
touchdowns as Parrish won the 1A state 
championship. His running back teammate, 
Tony Dixon, 5-10, 180, was the 1A Back of 
the Year as he became one of the all-time 
leading rushers in Alabama prep history. He 
ran for 2,182 yards and 43 touchdowns, in- 
cluding a record-setting night against 
Hubbertville when he had 531 yards, eight 
touchdowns, and 57 points. Those astonish- 
ing numbers notwithstanding, many consid- 
er Dixon a prospect at cornerback rather 
than running back. 

If Dixon is a defensive back prospect, he is 
not the only one committed to another 
school who is getting attention from 
Alabama. Marcus Carter, 6-0, 186, of Fort 
Payne, the teammate of Bama commitment 
Aaron McDaniel, committed to Auburn very 
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Simeon Castille 


early in the process. Alabama has continued 
to pursue the strong safety, and Carter has 
scheduled an official visit with Alabama. 
Many recruiting experts believe he likely 
will sign with the Tide. 

While Alabama may be successful in its at- 
tempts to take players away from other 
schools, the Tide also has suffered a bit of a 
loss (insofar as you can lose something you 
never had). David Brown of Bob Jones High 
School in Madison, is considered one of the 
top defensive end prospects in Alabama. 
Both his parents are Alabama graduates, 
Throughout the recruiting process he was 
considered deciding between the two most 
famous names in college football, Notre 
Dame and Alabama. It was more than a little 
surprise when Brown, 6-3, 260, committed 
to Georgia Tech. 

And Alabama was a finalist for one of the 
nation’s top defensive backs, Kyle Jackson of 
Neptune Beach, Florida, but Jackson has an- 
nounced [or Florida. 

Of greater importance than either of those 
losses was a rumor following the state 
championship performance of Ezekiel 
Knight, in which he accounted for two of 
his team’s touchdowns and was a terror at 
middle linebacker. While Knight has been 
steadfast in his commitment to sign with 
Alabama, there are those who believe that 
Auburn is still in the picture for him. 


here is a recruiting theory that it pays 

( to take players from winning pro- 

grams. Curtis Dawson, Jeramie 

Holifield, and John Parker Wilson are all 

members of the Class 6A state champions, 

Hoover High School, and each has a bona 
fide interest in the Crimson Tide. 

Dawson, 6-1, 255, is a middle linebacker 
who has the power, speed, physical ability, 
and size to make an early impact in college. 
Alabama has long been considered his lead- 
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er. Holifield, 6-5, 250, is a defensive end 
who has developed into a major prospect. 
He has Alabama and LSU as his final two 
schools and the Tide is considered the front 
runner, 

Wilson has an offer from Alabama in [oot- 
ball and baseball, but not both at the same 
time. He is a special player in both sports, 
but Alabama’s football staff believes that one 
major sport, and particularly if he is a quar- 
terback, along with the academic demands 
of The University is all a player can handle 
effectively. Tide followers will also remem- 
ber losing quarterback Cliff Davis, who 
signed with Bama last year, then elected to 
turn professional in baseball. 

Wilson was 6A Back of the Year and run- 
ner-up for Mr, Football as he set state 
records with 314 pass completions in 467 
attempts for 3,821 yards. He passed for 40 
touchdowns. 

Alabama is involved with a couple of other 
high profile quarterbacks, but not necessari- 
ly recruiting them as quarterbacks. 

Chris Nickson is an interesting case of 
Alabama offering a scholarship under de- 
parted Coach Mike Price. The Shula staff is 
honoring the offer, but has told Nickson he 
is considered a defensive back prospect. 
Bama’s stance has apparently remained firm, 
even though as a senior Nickson, 6-1, 198, 
led Pike County of Brundidge to the state 
3A championship and was named Mr. 
Football by the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association. Nickson was named 3A MVP in 
the state playoffs. 

Nickson set a state record with 67 total 
touchdowns. He passed for 2,963 yards and 
42 touchdowns and was his team’s leading 
rusher with 1,488 yards and 23 touchdowns. 
He also returned a punt and an interception 
for scores. For his career he had 9,806 yards 
and 142 touchdowns. 

The fastest rising player in the state and a 
player that Alabama coaches want at receiv- 
er is athletic quarterback, Patrick White 
from Daphne High School. He led his team 
to the state championship game and he dis- 
played himself as a dangerous threat to take 
it the distance every time he touched the 
ball. White, 6-2, 180, finished third in bal- 
loting for Mr. Football. 

Wide receiver is another key position for 
Alabama this year and D. J. Hall, 6-3, 185, of 
Choctawhatchee High in Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida, is a primary Bama prospect. Some 
may have thought that Keith Brown of 
Pensacola (Florida) High would be over- 
looked since he transferred to Pensacola 
from Harrison Central in Gulfport, 
Mississippi, after his junior year. But Brown, 
6-3, 190, and with reported sub-4.3 speed in 
the 40, made sure he stayed on the recruit- 
ing radar with 56 catches for 1,310 yards 
and 19 touchdown, (He also rushed for four 
touchdowns and returned one punt and one 
kickoff for touchdowns.) Aaron Kelly is a 
late bloomer from Walton High School in 
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Marietta, Georgia who is seeking an 
Alabama offer. He had 38 catches for 736 
yards and 11 touchdowns late in his senior 
year and he had offers from Clemson, North 
Carolina State, and Wake Forest. 


ffensive Line is a crucial position in 
Or the staff would like to sign a 

minimum of five players. Stabler and 
Davis have already committed and Coach 
Bob Connelly would like to finish with 
Chester Adams, Antoine Caldwell, and 
Danny Muy. 

Alabama recruiting has brought up a name 
from the past. Chester Adams, 6-6, 320, led 
Luverne to the 2A championship game and 
Adams was named 2A Lineman of the Year. 
No, Chester Adams isn’t a name from Bama’s 
football past. He plays for former Alabama 
Head Coach Mike DuBose, and DuBose has 
developed Adams into an outstanding offen- 
sive lineman and major college prospect. 

Caldwell, 6-3, 265, is an offensive guard 
who has great speed (4,92 in the 40) and is 
mobile enough to lead sweeps. 

Muy, 6-4, 270, is a prototype center from 
Lincoln High School in Tallahassee, Florida, 
who has terrific knowledge, excellent feet, 
and toughness. He also has a very fine 
prospect for a teammate in offensive line- 
man Calvin Darity, 6-3, 260, who is being 
sought by Bama. 

Drew Davis is the Alabama Lineman of the 
Year for players in private schools, has a spe- 
cial place on the Alabama recruiting board. 
The 6-7, 285-pound star at Sparta Academy 
in Evergreen, has an offer to sign with 
Alabama and report in January, 2005, or be- 
come a member of this year's class if one of 
the other five chooses another school. 

Alabama already has commitments from 
two of the state’s top tight ends, but tight 
ends are historically good athletes with good 
size who can often play other positions. 
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John Parker Wilson 


Thus, Bama is involved with two excellent 
Prattville players, tight end Travis McCall 
(6-2, 230) and defensive end Kevin 
Hamilton (6-4, 240). 

Other players in the state of Alabama who 
have been linked with the Tide include: 


LAGOON PARK ) 
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Jacquez McKissic, a 6-7, 250-pound defen- 
sive end from Opelika; Kris Guyton, a 6-3, 
210 linebacker at Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; 
Tyrone King, Jr., a 6-0, 185 cornerback at 
McCalla in Adamsville; Lardarious Webb , a 
5-11, 170 cornerback at Beauregard (who 
led the state with 10 interceptions); and 
quarterback Tribble Reese of Mountain 
Brook. 

Perhaps the top player in the state with 
whom Alabama was never involved is wide 
receiver Chevis Jackson of Mobile St. Paul's. 
Although wide receiver is a priority for 
Bama, the Tide was not a factor for Jackson, 
who recently announced for LSU. 

Eric Phillips, a 6-5, 250-pound offensive 
lineman at Birmingham Wenonah, and Larico 
Crumpton, a 6-4, 210-pound linebacker at 
Shelby County in Columbiana, are two tal- 
ented players who have academic work to do. 
The Tide staff really likes both players and 
they may opt to sign and place both players 
in junior college. 


labama historically has built its foot- 
A= teams primarily using the ex- 
traordinary (considering the size of 
the state of Alabama) home-grown talent de- 


veloped by Alabama high school coaches. 
But Alabama is one of a handful of schools 
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Drew Davis 


with a truly national name, enabling the 
Crimson Tide to recruit top performers from 
outside the state. 

In addition to those already mentioned, 
Crimson Tide coaches are involved with 
some select players from outside Alabama. 
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Demonte Bolden, 6-5, 315, of Tyner High 
School in Chattanooga, and his teammate, 
Greg Smith, 6-1, 310, are two of the most 
discussed defensive linemen in the South. 
Although Bolden is committed to Tennessee, 
he is expected to take several recruiting 
tips, including one to Alabama. Smith, who 
many project will begin his college career in 
junior college, is also expected to visit 
Alabama, even though he recently commit- 
ted to Auburn. 

Lorenzo Washington may be the number 
one overall player on the Alabama board 
this year and he has constantly claimed a 
two-team race between Alabama and 
Georgia. He is a 6-5, 275-pound defensive 
end at Grayson High in Loganville, Georgia, 
but he is the son of a former Ohio State 
player and he is a native of California. In 
Alabama's favor is Washington's belief that 
he will get quicker playing time with the 
Crimson Tide, but Georgia must be consid- 
ered the leader based on the Bulldogs’ track 
record of recruiting with top Georgia prep 
players. 

No fewer than four out-of-state running 
backs are involved with Alabama. In 
Mississippi the Tide ranks among the fa- 
vorites of Lavarus Giles, 6-1, 205, of Ray 
Brooks High in Benoit, and Brandon 
Jackson, 6-0, 220, of Horn Lake. 

Dennis Void, 5-11, 212, was the top offen- 
sive player in his hometown of The Bronx, 
New York, and has been in prep school in 
Bridgton, Maine, attempting to gain eligibili- 
ty. If he makes his grades, Bama is consid- 
ered the favorite. 

Bama does not appear to be faring as well 
with Darius Walker, a 5-11, 205-pounder at 
Buford, Georgia. 

Among linebacker prospects, Alabama is 
recruiting Steve Gandy, 6-1, 190, of Waynes- 
boro, Mississippi, Wayne County. 

Defensive linemen are always at a premi- 
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um, and Alabama is looking for them in 
Tennessee. Among those involved with 
Alabama are Walter Fisher, 6-4, 240, of 
Nashville Hillsboro (who has had much 
more success on the football field than in 
the classroom); Kevin Mainard, 6-4, 250, of 
Coalmont Grundy County; and Brandon 
Fanney, 6-5, 260, of Morristown Hamblen 
West. 

Other defensive linemen who have said 
they will visit Bama include Fred Bledsoe, 6- 
4, 288, of Little Rock (Arkansas) Central, 
who is considered a long shot; and Micah 
Howeth, 6-2, 236, of White High School in 
Dallas, who plans to visit Oregon, lowa 
State, Baylor and Kansas State, in addition to 
Alabama. 

Out-of-state offensive linemen on the 
Alabama list include Micah Jones, 6-5, 336, 
of Mayfield, Kentucky, who has shown great 
interest in Alabama, and Corey Lambert, a 
tackle from Greenville, South Carolina, who 
is thought to be leaning to Clemson. 

DeMario Bobo, a defensive back from the 
Mississippi state champion South Panola 
Tigers of Batesville, has said he will visit 
Bama, but that the Tide trails Ole Miss and 
Tennessee. 

Alabama is also mentioned with quarter- 
back Joe Joe Brown, 6-3, 190, of Crisp 
County High School in Cordele, Georgia. 


labama is involved with no fewer 
Ai four junior college stars and at 

least three of them have already made 
official visits to The Capstone. There are 
three defensive players (linebacker, end, and 
tackle) and the fourth could be. Larry 
Kendrick is projected as a wide receiver by 
some, a safety by others. Here's a look at the 
four: 

Larry Kendrick is a 6-0, 210-pound 4.5 
wide receiver/free safety from Pearl River 
Community College in Poplarville, Missis- 
sippi. He signed with Florida out of high 
school and left after spending one season in 
the swamp. His one season at Pearl River 
was very productive and he was named Most 
Valuable Player in the conference. He caught 
30 passes for 757 yards and 12 touchdowns, 
plus had 200 yards in punt returns on just 
12 tries. He also was a standout on defense 
with nine interceptions returned for 189 
yards and two scores. He led the Mississippi 
junior colleges in receiving yards, intercep- 
tions, and scoring. He benches 340 and 
squats 500 and has been timed at 4.5 sec- 
onds in the 40-yard dash. He will be a quali- 
fier and he is considering Alabama, 
Mississippi, Texas AGM, and Auburn. 

Kyle Morgan, 6-5, 270, 4.8, is a defensive 
tackle from Pearl River. He is originally from 
San Francisco, California, and he signed with 
Miami out of high school. He is a December 
graduate who will have two years of eligibili- 
ty. He has visited UCLA, Texas A&M, 
Alabama and Illinois, and is thought to be 
deciding between UCLA and Bama. He was 
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expected to sign as early as December 17. 

Terrence Smith, 6-3, 237, 4.55, is a middle 
linebacker from Northwest Mississippi 
Community College in Senatobia. He is 
originally from Hightower High School in 
Houston, Texas and he will have three years 
remaining in which to play two. He was all- 
region and all-state as he had 64 tackles, 12 
tackles for loss, three sacks, four caused 
fumbles, and one fumble recovery as a fresh- 
man defensive end. He moved to middle 
linebacker as a sophomore and had 144 
tackles (103 solo), 13 tackles for loss, three 
sacks, 18 quarterback pressures, two pass 
breakups, five caused fumbles, and two fum- 
ble recoveries. He was chosen the league's 
Most Outstanding Linebacker his sopho- 
more year. He has some academic work to 
complete. Alabama, Texas Tech, and Texas 
A&M are definite visits, while LSU, 
Memphis, Nebraska, Georgia, Ole Miss, 
Oklahoma State, and Texas round out his in- 
terest, 

Chris Turner is a 6-3, 280, 4.8 defensive 
end from Northwest. He is from Ed White 
High School in Jacksonville, Florida, and 
signed with Florida State out of high school. 
His freshman year he had 53 tackles, 13 
tackles for loss, nine sacks, 27 quarterback 
pressures, nine deflected passes, two caused 
fumbles, and one fumble recovery. He has 
improved those numbers as a sophomore 
with 66 tackles (33 solo), 18 tackles for loss, 
13 sacks, 19 quarterback pressures, two de- 
flected passes, seven caused fumbles, and 
two fumble recoveries. He has a 415 bench 
press and 550 squat. He has three years re- 
maining to play two and he will likely be a 
May graduate. He has already visited Texas 
Tech and Alabama. Florida has offered and 
will likely get a visit. If Florida State offers 
they will be hard to beat. while LSU, 
Memphis, Southern Miss, Mississippi State, 
Nebraska, and Tennessee are also involved. 
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Alabama Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a pre-spring practice look at Alabama’s football players by class. Note that this is not a precise depth chart. [t is probable that some 
players will be shifted in spring practice, It is also possible (perhaps likely) that some will not return. And the chart does not include every 
player who will participate in spring practice. There are still more players to be committed (and signed in February) and the newcomers, par- 
ticularly, will be subject to position change. 


Position 
Split End 


Left Tackle 
Left Guard 
Center 


Right Guard 


Right Tackle 
Tight End 


Quarterback 
Tailback 
Fullback 


Flanker 


Placekicker 


Left End 
Left Tackle 


Right Tackle 
Right End 


Strongside Linebacker 
Middle Linebacker 


Weakside Linebacker 
Left Cornerback 


Ri ght Cornerback 


Strong Safety 
Safety 


Punter 


Senior 


Givens 


W. Britt 


Martz 


Gordon 
Mathis 
Cavan 


Gryska 


Hudson 


Carter 


Bostick 
Fox 
Ziifle 


_ Bates 


Childress 
Bryant 


Fletcher 
Griffin 
Wortham 


Daniels 
Hosea 
Madison 
Ward 
Andrews 
James 
Grice 
Freelend 
Fox 
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Offense 


Junior | Sophomore 
Brooks Prothro 
McKnight 
c Harrison” 
'Closner- — 
_ Walker | 
Sanders 
Ewing 
“Johnston 
McLain 
Croyle  Guillon 
Pennington 
____ Darby 
Castille 
McClain 
Luke 
McLaughlin - : 
Defense 
Anderson | — 
T. Britt Clark 
Adams 
Tatum 
Lee 
Hardy - Harris 
Gladney Jones 7 
F Roach Long 
King 
Ryans "Garth 
Peprah | Robinson 
Harper 
Schatz Aul 
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Redshirt 
Freshman 
“DuBois 


Capps 
West 


Moon 
Earnest 
Denniston 
Machen 


Golson 


Caddell 

W. Roach 

| McDowell 
Christensen 


J. Johnson 


Gilberry 
Saunders 


Nance 
Collins 
Waldrop 


Gray 


E. Johnson 


Eades 


Incoming 
Freshman 
Stover 
Oakley 
‘Stabler 
J. Britt 


Davis 
Davidson 
Walker 


Johns 
| 


Knight 
‘McDaniel 


Robinson 
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All-Sports Recruiting: 


More Future Tiders Announced 


by J.E. Lisby 


Most men’s and women’s 
winter and spring sports 
add quality performers 


week for many Alabama coaches, most of 

whom were in their off seasons. That's 
because there is a one week period for sign- 
ing new high school seniors and junior col- 
lege sophomores. Most of those new signees 
will enter college next year. A few will join 
teams for the spring semester. 

Most of the attention in the early signing 
period is on men’s basketball, but it is a re- 
cruiting period for almost all men's and 
women's sports, the primary exception being 
football, 

Last month we announced a number of 
those signees. In some sports we announced 
part of the signing class. There were three 
sports—men’s basketball, women’s basketball, 
and gymnastics—where we announced all 
new signees. They are: 

Men’s basketball, forward Jean Felix of 
Bevill State Junior College, guard Glenn 
Miles of Birmingham West End, guard 
Ronald Steele of Birmingham John Carroll, 
and guard Albert Weber of New Orleans and 
Mount Zion Academy in North Carolina. 

Women’s basketball, guard Crystal 
Bellinger of New York and the Patterson 
School in North Carolina, post player 
Chanel Johnson of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
Edison; guard Lateefah Joye of New York 
and the Patterson School, and guard Mamie 
Rutherford of Town Creek Hatton. 

Gymnastics, Terin Humphrey of Blue 
Spring, Missouri; Kaitlin White of Allen, 
Texas; and Mindy Weber of Mooresville, 
North Carolina. 

Here are signees in various sports who had 
not previously been announced: 

BASEBALL 

More than most sports, college baseball 
coaches have to recruit virtually every day. 
That's because college baseball coaches are 
in competition with Major League Baseball, 
which spends millions of dollars looking for 
the best players, and millions more signing 
them. And professional baseball also will dip 
into the college rosters. 

That means that coaches like Jim Wells of 
Alabama have to resign themselves to annu- 
ally restocking the talent cupboard afier los- 
ing their best players to the pros. 

In November, Wells added 13 new base- 
ball players. The signing class, which con- 


I: November there was an important 
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Dani Woods 


Jordan Praytor 


tains nine high school players and four 
transfers, includes some the top players in 
the country. 

Since last report, two have been added to 
the fold. Pitchers Ray Liotta (6-4, 217, left- 
handed) and Trey Sheilds (6-7, 230, right- 
handed) join a talented signing class. 

Liotta, who originally signed with Tulane, 
played last season at Gulf Coast Community 
College for Coach Darren Mazeroski, the 
son of former Pittsburgh Pirates legend and 
Hall of Famer, Bill Mazeroski. Out of 
Rummel High School in New Orleans, Liotta 
was named to the Louisiana Baseball 
Coaches Association Class 5A All-State team 
as junior (2000) and senior (2001), A two- 
time all-metro and all-district selection, 
Liotta was selected in the 12th round by the 
Milwaukee Brewers in the 2001 June MLB 
First-Year Player Dralt. 

A teammate of Liotta’s at Gulf Coast, 
Sheilds will enroll at Alabama as a redshirt 
sophomore. He was forced to sit out last sea- 
son after having “Tommy John” surgery on 
his elbow. Despite the injury, Sheilds was 
still drafted in the 15th round of the June 
draft by the Minnesota Twins. A graduate of 
Bay High School in Panama City, Florida, 
where he played baseball and basketball, 
Sheilds was drafted out of high school by 
the Atlanta Braves in the 22nd round. As a 
youngster he played for R.L. Turner Little 
League in Panama City, a team that ad- 
vanced to the 1996 Little League World 
Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, losing 
to Cranston, Rhode Island, in the United 
States Championship game. 

Previously announced baseball signees are: 
Patrick Bryant (RHP, 6-4, 190, Catholic HS, 
Pensacola, Florida); Josh Copeland (RHP/3B, 
6-3, 200, Northgate HS, Palmetto, Georgia): 
Wes Henderson (1B, 6-2, 205, Oxford HS): 
Cale lorg (SS, 6-2, 175, Karns HS, Knoxville, 
Tennessee); Casey Kebodeaux (RHP, 6-2, 
200, Mandeville, Louisiana, HS); Chris 
Kirkland (C, 6-3, 190, South Doyle HS, 
Knoxville, Tennessee); Kyle Moore (SS, 6-2, 
190. Edgewood Academy, Montgomery); 
David Robertson (RHP/INF, 5-10, 170, Paul 
W. Bryant HS, Tuscaloosa); Ben Soignier 
(INF, 6-0, 185, West Monroe HS, Monroe, 
Louisiana); Adam Tennyson (RHP, 6-1, 200, 
Shelton State CC, Tuscaloosa); and Nick 


www.BamaMag.com 


| i) 
i 
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Tisone (LHP, 6-1, 180, Tallahassee Commu- 
nity College, Covington, Louisiana). 

“| think we have put together a good all- 
around class, with special emphasis on 
pitching,” Wells said. “We have added 
strength up the middle with pitching, a good 
middle infielder and a good catcher.” 

SOFTBALL 

Looking to improve on last year’s SEC 
Championship squad, Coach Patrick 
Murphy signed five athletes. Pitcher Chrissy 
Owens from Miami and pitcher/infielder 
Lauren Roark from Demopolis were previ- 
ously reported, and the Tide also landed 
Dani Woods, Jordan Praytor and Katie 
Johnson, 

A power-hitting first baseman, Woods 
played with current Tide standout Stephanie 
VanBrakle, helping lead her summer league 
team to a second place finish at the 2003 
American Softball Association Gold Nationals 
Tournament. “Dani was the best power-hit- 
ting first baseman we saw this summer,” said 
Murphy. “She will be our first lefty-lefty first 
baseman. Her power numbers are tremen- 
dous for a high school athlete.” 

Praytor. from Vancouver, Washington, is a 
senior at Heritage High School where she 
has broken both season and career records 
for batting average, hits, and stolen bases. 
She is a three-time first team all-league play- 
er. Praytor helped lead her 2003 18-and- 
under team to the Gold Regional Champion- 
ships and the Gold Nationals tournament in 
Salem, Oregon. “Jordan makes history as 
our first West Coast signee,” Murphy said. 
“She will be a triple-threat with her great 
speed from the left side of the plate and is 
also an outstanding student.” 

Johnson, a senior at New Braunfels 
(Texas) High School, was named to the 2002 
Greater All-San Antonio team as a catcher 
and was also named all-district in 2002 and 
2003. Johnson’ father, Rob, played football 
for Texas while her grandfather played foot- 
ball at SMU, “Katie has tremendous poten- 
tial,” Murphy said. “Every time we saw her 
play she hit the ball hard. She's very versa- 
tile, a great athlete and comes [rom a very 
athletic family.” 

SWIMMING AND DIVING 

Eric McIlquham has six performers in his 

first class as Crimson Tide head swimming 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/JANUARY, 2004 


y) 


_— 
Bridget Fuentez 


Alex Korir 


coach. Set to join Bama next year are 
Michael Jones, Stephanie Johnson, Andy 
Neff, Kim Singer, Erin Sparks and Greg St. 
Cyr. 

A sprinter, Jones is an L1-time All-America 
and a two-lime captain at Klein High School 
in Texas. 

An Alabama native, Johnson hails from 
Huntsville where she was the 2003 100 
freestyle Southern Zone Champion. She is a 
member of the state record-holding 200 
medley relay as well as earning all-metro 
and all-city distinction. 

A native of Chesterland, Ohio, Neff was 
the 2003 district champion in LOO butterfly. 

Singer lives in Garden City, New York, and 
was state qualifying champion in the 500 
freestyle in 2003. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and was all-county 
and all-conference. 

Sparks led her high school in Carmel, 
Indiana, to three consecutive state champi- 
onships. The defending Indiana state 100 
breaststroke champion, Sparks is a six-time 
All-America and three-year all-state. She was 
Carmel High’s Scholar-Athlete for the past 
three years. 

St. Cyr, a native of Houston, Texas, and a 
teammate of fellow signee Jones, was two- 
time All-America. 

“I was overwhelmed with the friendliness 
displayed by the coaches and the athletes,” 
St. Cyr said of Alabama, “and the beauty of 
the campus which is actually very important 
to me.” 

Singer added, “The closeness and spirit of 
the Alabama team had a big impact on my 
decision, | felt more comfortable and at 
home in my surroundings at Alabama than 
at any other school ! visited.” 

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD 

In an effort to improve his team’s depth 
this season, Men's Track Coach Harvey 
Glance has added five signees for the 2004 
season. Lem Clayborn, Alex Korir, Jeremy 
Protz, Brandon Schneider and David 
Vondruska will all wear the Crimson and 
White this spring. 

Clayborn, a junior transfer from Hinds 
Community College in Mississippi where he 
was the only finalist on the team during his 
two years there, will compete primarily in 
the 200- and 400-meter sprints. 

Korir, a freshman from Nakuru, Kenya, 
will look to help strengthen an already 
strong distance program. He placed 14th in 
the 2003 Nairobi International Marathon 
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while being named as the Most Promising 
Athlete in Kenya in 2002. 

Protz, an accomplished pole vaulter, 
helped lead Scottsboro High School to the 
5A 2003 indoor and outdoor state champi- 
onships while setting the state outdoor pole 
vault record with a jump of 15-1. 

Schneider, a senior at Northrop High 
School in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, is a regional 
and conference champion in the pole vault. 
He earned All-America at the 2002 Junior 
Olympic meet. 

Vondruska comes to The Capstone from 
Neratovice, Czech Republic, where he 
helped claim the national championship in 
the 4x400 relay. His specialty is the 800- 
meter run. 

“Its always good to get young, talented 
athletes in here,” Glance said. “These five 
athletes give us depth we need to have a 
complete program.” 

VOLLEYBALL 

Volleyball Coach Judy Green announced 
the signings of outside hitter Bridget 
Fuentez and setters Megan Hudson and 
Brigitte Slack. “This class satisfied our needs 
for 2004,” said Green. “In this group we 
signed two very good, athletic setters and an 
outstanding outside hitter, Getting two set- 
ters for next season was our number one 
priority and we also needed depth on the 
outside.” 

Fuentez, a 5-11 native of Tomball, Texas, 
was an all-district standout, helping lead her 
prep squad to a second place district finish 
and a number 16 ranking in class 5A. 

Hudson, a 5-9 native of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, was a four-year starter and garnered 
MVP honors at the national tournament. An 
all-conference and all-district honoree, she 
is the all-time career leader in assists for her 
high school. 

Slack, 5-11, hails from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
where she was named Area Player of the 
Year in 2003, while helping her team to a 
state runner-up finish in the 3A ranks. 

MEN’S TENNIS 

Men's Tennis Coach Bill Pate has signed 
two players to join the Tide next year, but he 
also will bring in three players in the spring 
semester. Signees for next year are Taylor 
Striplin and Andrew Felsenthal. Joining 
Bama for the upcoming season will be Rishi 
Behl, Eric Molnar and Thomas McVey. 

Behl is a 6-1, 180-pound player from 
Bombay, India, who has competed interna- 
tionally at a high level as a junior, rating as 
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Emily Sykes 


Rebecca Sykes 


high as number 137 in the junior world 
rankings. 

Molnar, a Guelph, Ontario, native, is the 
number two singles player in Canada's 
under-18 section, and is the country’s num- 
ber one junior doubles player. 

McVey signed with the Crimson Tide out 
of Chester, Wales, in the United Kingdom. 
He has represented his country in interna- 
tional events since the age of 14. 

Striplin won the state championship for 
Oak Mountain High School in Birmingham 
in 2001 and 2002. Striplin is currently train- 
ing at Nick Bollitierri’s in Bradenton, 
Florida, training site of some of the world’s 
top players. 

Memphis, Tennessee, native Andrew Fel- 
senthal finished his first year of 18-year-old 
competition ranked number 88. In 16-year- 
old competition he was number 53 national- 
ly and fourth in the South. 

WOMEN’S GOLF 

Alabama Women's Golf Coach Betty 
Palmer announced the signings of Emily and 
Rebecca Sykes, twin sisters from Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia. 

Emily captured the 2003 Queensland 
Junior Golfer of the Year award and is also 
the current number one-ranked junior golfer 
in the Queensland area, Rebecca was the 
winner of the Bargara Junior Classic in 2002 
along with finishing as the runner-up at the 
Queensland Junior Championships, 

MEN'S GOLF 

After earlier inking Gator Todd, the son of 
former Tide quarterback Richard Todd, 
Men's Golf Coach Jay Seawell announced 
the signing of Mark Harrell of Hazlehurst, 
Georgia; Matt Hughes of Dalton, Georgia; 
and Ole Olsen of Fredrikstad, Norway. 
Olsen will join the Tide team this January. 
The other two will enter with the freshman 
class next fall, 

Olsen is a member of the Norwegian 
National Team. He will reunite with Bama se- 
nior Lars Brovold, also a member of the 
Norwegian National Team. Olsen's background 
includes experience in the European champi- 
onships where he placed eighth in 2003. 

Hughes has led his high school team to 
three straight regional championships. 

Harrell’s team was the 2002 state runner- 
up, led by his 2002 state individual champi- 
onship, Harrell has been his team’s MVP and 
captain and has a career low round of 63. He 
is ranked among the top 100 junior golfers 
nationally. 
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Date/ Opponent 
UA 
75 Global Sports (Exh.) 
Coaches Vs. Cancer 


CST/TV/ 
Opp. 
69 


@ Madison Square Garden, New York 


March 14 @ Adanta 


62 Pittsburgh 71 
59 Louisiana Tech 63 
83 Southeastern Louisiana 76 
71 @ Providence 76 
79 NC-Charlotte 72 
65 Austin Peay 47 
72 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 77 
76 Tennessee-Chattanooga 72 

Las Vegas Showdown 
Dee. 20 Oregon 9:00/ESPN2 
Dec. 27. Mercer 6:00/CSS 
Dec. 30 Wisconsin 8:00/FoxSouth 
Jan. 3 @ Xavier 2:30/ESPN 
Jan. 10 @LSU 2:00/J-P 
Jan. 14 Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 17 Auburn 7:00/FoxSouth 
Jan, 21 @ Georgia 6:00 
Jan. 24 @ Mississippi 5:00/FoxSouth 
Jan. 27 Florida 7:30/ESPN2 
Jan. 31 LSU 7:00/FoxSouth 
Feb. + @ South Carolina 6:30 
Feb. 10 @ Kentucky 6:00/ESPN 
Feb. 14 Tennessee 2:00/J-P 
Feb. 18 Vanderbilt 7:00 
Feb. 21 @ Mississippi State 3:00/CBS 
Feb. 24 @ Auburn 8:00/ESPN 
Feb. 28 Mississippi 3:00/J-P 
March 3 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P 
March 6 Mississippi State TBA 
March 11-SEC Tournament TBA/J-P, CBS 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent CST/ 
UA Opp. 
138 @LSU 99 
Delta State Invitational 
122 Delta State 18 
101 Drury 39 
94 Louisiana-Monroe 46 
77 @ Auburn 149 
Dec. 5-7. Georgia Invitational All Day 
Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day 
Dec. 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo, 
Jan.9 Georgia 4:00 
Jan. 10 Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 23 @ Flarida State 2:00 
Jan. 24 @ Florida Noon 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Jan. 31 Clemson, North Carolina St. 
@ Raleigh LL:00 
Feb. 11-15 US Nationals All Day 
@ Orlando, Fla, 
Feb, 25-28 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar.5 Last Chance@ Auburn TBA 
Mar, 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar. 25- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar. 27 @ Long Island. N.Y. 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
98 Berry College (Exh.) 66 
60 Premier Players (Exh.) 7] 
76 @ Michigan 74 

Rocky Mountain Invite @ Ft Collins, Colo. 
56 Boston College 77 
84 Long Beach State 66 
81 Jacksonville State 52 
76 Texas-San Antoinio 63 
51 Virginia Tech 68 
83 Tennessee Tech 61 


Central Florida Classic @ Orlando, Fla. 


Dec. 18 
Dec. 19 


Dec. 21 
Dec. 29 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 8 
Jan. 1] 
Jan. 15 
Jan, 18 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 25 
Jan. 29 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 8 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 15 
Feb. 22 
Feb, 26 
Feb. 29 
March 4+ 
March 7 


Central Florida 4:00 
Bethune-Cookman 4:00 
@ Florida International 1:00 
@ Santa Clara 4:00 
Houston 2:00 
@ Middle Tennessee 6:00 
South Carolina 7:00. 
Mississippi 7:00 
@ Tennessee 2:00 
@ Auburn 7:00 
Mississippi State 2:00 
@ Florida 6:00 
@ Georgia 1:00 
LSU 7:00 
Vanderbilt 2:00 
@ South Carolina 6:00 
Arkansas 2:00 
@ Kentucky 1:00 
Auburn 7:00 
@ Mississippi State 2:00 
SEC Tournament TBA 


@ Nashville 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent CST/ 
UA Opp. 
137 @LSU 104 
Delta State Invitational 
{17 Delta State 23 
84 Drury 5+ 
106 Louisiana-Monroe 34 
92 @ Auburn 134 
Dec. 5-7 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day 
Dec, 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Jan,9 Georgia 4:00 
Jan, 10 Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 23 @ Florida State 2:00 
Jan, 24 @ Florida Noon 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Jan, 31 Clemson, North Carolina St. 
@ Raleigh 11:00 
Feb. 11-15 US Nationals All Day 
@ Orlando, Fla. 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Feb. 29 Last Chance @ Athens All Day 
Mar. 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar. 20- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar 22 @ College Station, Texas 
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2003-04 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball Gymnastics 


Date 
Jan. 9 


CST 
7:00 


Opponent 
Super Six Challenge 


(Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Oklahoma, 


Jan. 16 
Jan. 23 
Jan. 30 
Feb. 6 
Feb. 13 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 27 
March 12 
March 20 


April 3 
April 15- 
Aptil 17 


Denver, Oregon State) 


Penn State 7:30 
@ LSU 7:00 
Florida 7:30 
@ Auburn 7:00 
@ Kentucky 6:30 
Georgia 7:30 
Arkansas 7:30 
@ Michigan 7:00 
SEC Championships 6:00 


@ Gwinnett, Georgia 
NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
NCAA Championships 
@ Los Angeles 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan, 16-17 


Jan, 23-24 

Feb. 6-7 
Feb. 13-14 
Feb, 28-29 
March 5-6 


Mar. 12-13 


Event 

Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Niswonger Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
Meyo Invitational 

@ South Bend, Ind. 
Tyson Invitational 

@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
SEC Championships 
@ Lexington, Ky, 

Last Chance 

@ South Bend, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark, 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Jan. 16-17 


Jan, 23-24 


Jan. 24 
Feb. 7 


Feb. 13-14 
Feb. 20 
Feb, 28-29 
March 6 


Mar. 12-13 


Track 


Event 

Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Niswonger Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
@ Clemson 

Sevigne Husker Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 

lowa State Invitational 
@ Ames, lowa 

Purple Tiger Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge, La. 

SEC Championships 

@ Lexington, Ky. 

Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa 

NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 
| DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 


5), GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 


INDIANA - Inside Indiana 
IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 
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Fe)| IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 


KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 
KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 
_ LSU - Tiger Rag 

| LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
| MARSHALL - Herd Insider 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 
MIAMI - CaneSport 
}| MICHIGAN - Wolverine 


*)| MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 


{| MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 
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12-13 issues 
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18 issues 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 
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35 issues 

36 issues, 1 yearbook 
30 issues, 2 yearbooks 
29 issues 

12 issues 

21 issues, first-class mail 
26 issues, 1 yearbook 

18 issues 

32 issues 

10 issues, 2 yearbooks 
17 issues, 1 yearbook 

35 issues 

18 issues, 2 yearbooks 
20 issues 

30 issues 

20 magazines, 2 yearbooks 


17 issues, 2 yearbooks 
15 issues, 2 yearbooks 
12 issues 
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